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offices in the army of the United States. Referred | 
to the Committee on Elections, and ordered to be 
printed. x a |} 

[I. A communication from the Secretary of the |, 
Treasury, transmitting, in answer to a resolution | 
of the House, a report from the acting Commis- | 
sioner of the General Land Office of the quantity | 
of unsold public land within thirty miles of the 
Mississippi river, on each side thereof, from the | 
southern extremity of the Lower Rapids, near the 
mouth of the Des Moines river, to the mouth of 
St. Peter’s river, how long said lands have been |, 
in market, &c. Laid on the table and ordered to 
be printed, 

Ill. A letter from the Secretary of War, trans- 
mitting, in answer to a resolution of the House of | 
the 10th August last, reports as to whether any 
and what changes can be made in the several 
branches of the public service, by which greater | 
economy and equal efficiency can be secured in 
their administration. Laid on the table and or- || 
dered to be printed. | 

IV. A letter from the Secretary of War, trans- || 
mitting, in compliance with the act of March 2d, |) 
1803, an abstract of the returns of the militia of 
all the States and Territories, with their arms, ac- 
coutrements, ammunition, &c. Referred to the 
Committee on the Militia, and ordered to be 


printed. 
Mr. STEWART, previous notice having been || 
given, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill || 


for the conditional transfer of the stock held by | 
the United States in the Chesapeake and Ohio Ca- | 


nal Company, on terms to secure the early com- || 


pletion of that work to Cumberland. Read and | 
committed. 
Mr. McDOWELL, of Ohio, again endeavored | 
to introduce the resolution before noticed, but ob- | 
jection being made— e 
Mr. McD. moved a suspension of the rules. 
Pending which motion, the House adjourned. 
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IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, February 2, 1847. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved 


A message, in writing, was received from the 
President of the United States, by the hands of his | 
Private Secretary. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate | 
a report of the Secretary of War, made agreeably | 
to law, accompanied by an abstract of the returns | 
of the militia of all the States and Territories, with 
their arms, accoutrements, and ammunition, taken 
from the latest returns; which was ordered to be | 
printed. | 


PETITIONS. 


Mr. BENTON presented a petition of citizens 
of Washington, praying that the bill to amend the 
city charter, which passed the House of Repre- | 
sentatives, may becomea law; which was referred 
to the Committee for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. PEARCE presented the petition of Little & 
Brown, praying compensation for publishing the 
seventh and eighth volumes of the Laws of the 
United States; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Library. 

Mr. ARCHER presented a memorial of coal- 
owners and iron-masters of Virginia, praying that 
the duties on foreign coal and iron may be increas- 
ed. Referred to the Committee on Finance. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. DIX submitted the following resolution; 


which was considered by unanimous consent, and 
agreed to: 





communicate to the Senate such information in | 


possession of the Executive departments, in rela- 
tion to the importation of foreign criminals and 
paupers, as he may deem consistent with the public | 
interest so to communicate. 

Mr. BAGBY submitted the following resolution 
for consideration: 

Resolved, That after this day the Senate will 
meet at eleven o’clock a. m. 
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The following resolution, heretofore offered by | reasonably be expected from the existing laws of 


Mr. Benton, was taken up for consideration: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be 
directed to contract with Mr. Charles Preuss for 
constructing a topographical map of the great cen- 
tral section of the Rocky Mountains, with the lat- 
eral and rib mountains on each side, down to the 
edge of the Great Plains on the east, and to Great 
Salt Lake on the west, and showing the head waters 


| of all the great rivers rising in that sés.ion of the 


Rocky Mountains, and flowing to the Pacific Ocean 
and to the Mississippi; to be compiled from the 
field notes, journals, and sketches of Lieutenant 


Colonel Frémont, and his assistant, Charles Preuss; 


the said map, Lesides the topography of the coun- 
try, to show the results of the astronomical, baro- 
metrical, meteorological, botanical, geological, and 
other scientific observations of Lieutenant Colonel 
Frémont, so as to exhibit the latitude and longitude 


of remarkable places, the elevations of the country, | 


the temperature of the air, and state of the weather; 
also characteristic trees, plants, flowers, and grass- 
es; characteristic minerals, fossils, earths, and rocks; 
with remarks to show the woodland and prairies, 


| Indian tribes, game, &c.; with the additions which 


the present expedition of Lieutenant Colonel Fré- 
mont may contribute to the work. Also, a map 


|| of Oregon and California in the same style, from | 


the materials of the same explorer, and other au- 
thentic sources. 

Mr. BENTON made some remarks on the ad- 

| vantages which would result from the construction 

of these maps, for which ample materials had been 


were of 
The map would present no bird’s- 


|The materials which had been collecte 
great value. 


have been acceptable; but it would present a per- 
the aboriginal names. 
The resolution was then agreed to. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Lands, to whom had been referred the bill decla- 
ring the consent of Congress to the sale of certain 
| lands heretofore granted to the State of Michigan, 
with the salt springs thereon, reported the same 
| without amendment. 


whom was referred the bill from the House to au- 
| thorize the constituted authorities of the city of 
| Dubuque, in the State of Iowa, to enter certain 
| islands between the landings of said city and the 
| main channel of the Mississippi river, reported the 
same without amendment. 


submitted by him some days ago, ordering that 
three thousand additional copies of the annual re- 
port of the Secretary of the Treasury upon com- 
merce and navigation, be printed for the use of the 
| Senate, was taken up and agreed to. 





Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on Public | 
Lands, reported a bill for the relief of John M. | 


Moore; which was read a first time. 
Mr. CASS, from the Committee on Foreign 


M. Harrison; which was read a first time. 


Mr. BADGER, from the Committee on Military |! 


Affairs, to whom had been referred the bill for the 


relief of John Stockton, late a lieutenant in the. | 


arty reported the same without amendment. 
r. 


ASHLEY, from the Committee on Pen- | 
sions, to whom had been refévred the bill from the || 


from five to ten millions of dollars per annum. 
Resolved, That in the opinion’of the Senate such 
additional revenue may be raised from imposts, by 
increasing the rates of duties on importations now 
subject to duty, and a moderate duty upon all or a 
part of the free list; that such additional duties, if 
judiciously imposed, will not be seriously burden- 
some to any portion of the people, but would be 
cheerfully borne by them in a time of war; that in 
the judgment of the Senate it is highly necessary 
that such additional revenue be raised during the 
continuance of the war, and that the same be 
pledged for the interest and the redemption of the 
principal of the loans which have been, or may be, 
authorized for the prosecution of the war in which 
the country is engaged. 
On motion by Mr. SEVIER, the further con- 
| sideration of said resolution was, with the consent 
| of Mr. Nixes, postponed until to-morrow. 


The Joint Resolution from the House of Repre- 
| sentatives presenting the thanks of Congress to 
| General Taylor and the army under his command, 
| having been read a second time, 

_ Mr. SEVIER moved to postpone its considera- 
| tion. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN hoped it would not be 
| postponed, unless there was any subject of great 
| importance to be acted on. 


|| Mr. SEVIER said he had given notice that he 


| should to-day, at one o’clock, ask the Senate to 
| take up the three million bill. It was nearly that 


|} hour. 


collected. Mr. Preuss had accompanied the expe- | 
| dition to the Rocky Mountains, and had obtained | 
| all necessary information during that ee 


| eye view of the country, although even that would | 


| fect view of all the features of the country, with | 


Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on Public || 


Mr. BREESE, from the same committee, ‘to | 


On motion of Mr. CAMERON, a resolution | 


House, granting a pension to Silas Chatfield, re- | 
Resolved, That the President be requested to || ported the same without amendment. 


Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Patents, 
reported a’ bill for the relief of the heirs of Jethro 
Wood; which was read a first time. 

The following resolution, heretofore submitted by 
Mr. Nixes, came up for consideration: 

Resolvvd, That to meet the expensvs of the exist- 


and give efficiency to the operations of the treasu- 
ry, demand an addition to the revenue which may 





Mr. CRITTENDEN. He trusted then that the 
Joint Resolution would be taken up to-morrow. 
Mr. SEVIER said he had no objection to it. 
The consideration of the Joint Resolution was 
| then postponed until to-morrow. 


THREE MILLION LOAN. 


Mr. SEVIER then moved that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the special order, being 
the bill making further appropriations to bring the 
existing war with Mexico to a speedy and honor- 
| able conclusion. 

The motion having been agreed to, the bill was 


|| taken up for consideration as in committee of the 


whole. After having been read a second time, as 


|| follows: 
| 


|| Be it enacted, &c., That a sum of money, not exceeding 
three millions of duliars, be, and the same is hereby, appro- 
| priated, for the purpose of defraying any extraordinary ex- 
penses which may be incurred in order to bring the existing 
war with Mexico to a speedy and honorable conciusion, to 
be paid out of any money in the treasury not otherwise ap- 

| propriated, and to be applied under the direction of the 

| President of the United States, who shall cause an account 
|| of the expenditure thereof to be laid before Congress as soon 
| as may be?— 


Mr. SEVIER remarked, that this bill had been 
introduced upon the recommendation of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, and that the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, by whom it was reported, 
in preparing the bill, had resolved to follow the 
form in which other enactments of a similar char- 
acter had been framed. One of those enactments 
| to which he referred was sed in the year 1803, 
at the time of the acquisition of Louisiana, during 





) . ‘| the Administration of Mr. Jefferson; and another 
| Relations, reported a bill for the relief of Robert || 


| in 1806, when it was proposed to purchase Fiori- 
| da. A similar bill had also passed the Senate at 
| the last session of Congress, the proposition hav- 
| ing been first considered with dened doors, and 
| afterwards reported in open session. The design 
| of the committee was to follow those precedents, 
| excluding all extraneous matter, and incorporating 
nothing that was calculated to excite sectional or 
| party feeling, or to occasion debate. It was the 
| opinion of the committee, and in this opinion he 
| concurred, that all such matter would be ill-timed, 
and that its introduction could Jead to no good re- 
| sult; and he intended, if it were moved from an 

quarter, to es of that, sort ints ihe bill, 

n 


to oppose it. ooking over the eer of 
| the last session, he found that the mittee on 


ing war with Mexico, to sustain the public credit, || Foreign Relations had reported two resolutions on 


the subject, the first of which declared that the 
course indicated by the President in his me=sage 
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received the approbation of the Senate, and was in 
the following language: 

“1. Resolved, That the Senate entertain a strong desire 
that the existing war with Mexico should be terminated by 
# ureaty of peace, just and honorable to both nations ; and 
that the President be advised to adopt all proper measures 
for the attainment of that object.”’ 


This resolution was discussed for several days, 
and was at length voted on, and was sanctioned 
by every Senator, on both sides of the Senate, with 
the exception of two, the Senator from Texas, [Mr. 
Rusk,}and the Senator from Missouri, {Mr. Arcui- 


son.] The second resolution was as follows: 


“2. Resolved further, That the Senate deem it advisable 


that Congress should appropriate a sum of money to enable 
the President to conclude atreaty of peace, limits, and bound- 
aries, with the republic of Mexico, and to be used by kim in 
the event that such treaty should call for the expenditure of 
tie money so appropriated, or apy part thereof.”? 

This was agreed to, and the Committee on For- 
eign Relations were instructed to report to the Sen- 
ate, in open session, a bill to that effect. Various 
propositions to amend the bill were made, and the 
discussion upon it consumed two days. The bill 
was ultimately passed by a vote of 33 to 19. This 
proposition having been thus discussed and delib- 
erately voted on, he would consider it a waste of 
time to go at any length into the matter now, and 
in regard to the form of the measure. The same 
course had been adopted in 1803, in the acquisition 
of Louisiana; in 1806, in the acquisition of Florida; 
and, lastly, in that body at its last session, in 1846. 
Unless gentlemen had changed their opinions since 
that time, there could be no great variely of opin- 
ion in any part of this Chamber. The object of 
this bill, as appears upon its face, was to make 
peace with Mexico; and, in urging its passage, he 
should abstain from the expression of any opinions 
regarding the origin of the Mexican war; for his 
object was to excite no party feelings upon any 
side on a question of this sort. He had his own 
opinion on the subject, but he should not introduce 
it to a discussion. He took it for granted they 
were all in favor of peace, if it could be obtained 
upon proper terms; and it was proper that he should 
say, that he did not see how peace could be brought 
about, unless one or other of the belligerant parties 
made an advance towards obtaining it. It was 
true, we had already made an advance towards that 
object, by sending a Minister to treat with the Gov- 


ia ta : a 5 ae Be 
would be effected. They were engaged in an ex- !! of this waz. He intended, without authority, 
pensive war—a war attended by a great sacrifice | this occasion to trespass upon the time of the § 
of life, and one which exhausted the means of the || ate, for the purpose of expressing his views in rela. 


| tion to this war, and in relation to the causes which 


those terms, he thought there ought to be no hesi- || led to it, and the manner in which it had been pros. 


Government; and if peace could be made upon 


tation about making it. But it might be asked, | 
could a lasting peace he made under the circum- 
stances in which Mexico was placed, divided as | 
that country was into various ramifications of par- | 
ty, factions existing everywhere, an unstable gov- | 
ernment, and with no one party sufficiently strong 
to make peace? The intelligence possessed by the 
President gave them reason to believe that, upon 
a certain advance to be made to them to pay the 
expenses of their army, and other expenses, they | 
would be willing to cede that portion of their coun- | 
try which he had named. 

Mr. S. concluded by saying his object was not | 
to consume the time of the Senate; and, to avoid | 
everything that might produce discussion or party | 
excitement, he had endeavored, in as few words 
as possible, to define the object of this measure, 
and to hold out to the Senate the prospect of pro- 
curing a peace. Our arms had triumphed every- | 
where. We had got possession of a large part of | 
their territory; we had got possession of some of | 
their seaports, and held others blockaded. 
parties in Mexico were sick and tired of the war. | 


contributions, and every one in Mexico, or at least 
the greater number, were desirous of concluding a 
peace. He hoped, therefore, the Senate would 
concur with him in the view which he had ex- 
pressed, and adopt the measure which the Presi- 
dent had recommended. If it should be proposed | 
to discuss the question more fully in regard to this 
war, he would be prepared to go into the discus- 
sion as fully as gentlemen desired; but, at present, | 


| he would respectfully ask the Senate to let this bill | 


pass, for he thought it was becoming on the part | 
of this country, as being the most powerful, and | 


as our arms had triumphed thus far, to make the 


eace, and | 


first advances towards concluding a 
Te thought | 


putting an end to this destructive war. 


| that a proper regard for the opinions of the world | 


_ in any treaty that might be made with that repub- 


ernment of Mexico, and had kept our army out of | 


the country which was claimed by us for a consid- 
erable time before the commencement of this war, 
for the express purpose of securing peace, by show- 
ing a forbearance and a disposition to avoid a hos- 
tile collision. 

In making peace, of course the United States 
would expect to receive indemnity, to some extent 
at least, for the expenses of the war, and they 
would expect also the payment of the claims held 
by our citizens against the republic of Mexico, 
and this indemnity was expected in the shape of 
territory. He was not authorized to state a 
cisely what territory this Government would re- 
quire, but he supposed that no Senator would think 
that they ought to get less than New Mexico and 
Upper California. 
treaty of peace with less than this would ever pass 
that body. However, they would be better pre- 
pared when a treaty was proposed to determine as 
to the quantity. 

Having stated then, in as few words as practi- 
cable, the object of the bill and its form, the next 
ne that arose was, whether it was likely that 
they could effect their purpose upon these terms? 
In regard to that he would say, that, in coming to 
the conclusion they had, the committee were gov- 
erned, to a great extent, by the recommendation of 
the President; and he, after examining that corre- 
spondence, had come to the conclusion that peace 
could be made upon those terms with Mexico. 
He believed that Mexico, a large part of it, at all 
events a large majority of the people, would be 
glad to make peace on these terms. 

This opinion he derived from an examination 
of the correspondence which the President had 
communica to them. It would not be expect- 
ed, however, that the President, or an body else, 
would be required to give the names of those who 
imparted this information, for it would be a breach 
of confidence to do so. It would be sufficient, 
therefore, for him to say, that in l6oking over this 
correspondence, coming from the quarter it did, he 
thought the probability was, that if this bill should 
pass, peace—upon such terms as he had named— 


He did not suppose that a_ 


grounds recommended b 


_ could restore to this country an honorable and per- | 
_ manent peace. 


_ stated his belief that peace could be obtained upon 


| might be made, or at least that the President of the 


required that they should make peace, and that 
their demands upon Mexico should be moderate | 


lic. 

Mr. MILLER said that this bill came to them, | 
it appeared, as almost every bill relating to the 
Mexican war did, at the President’s recommenda- 
tion. The object of the bill, it was said, was to 
make peace, and to make that peace upon the 
the President of the 
United States, the preliminary step to which was 
the placing in his hands three millions of dollars. | 
If he thought that an end could be put to this un- | 
fortunate war by passing this bill, and placing | 
three millions of dollars in the hands of the Presi- | 
dent, he would willingly vote for it; but he must | 
be permitted to say that he did not see how the 
placing of this money in the hands of the President 


‘ The chairman of the Committee | 
on Foreign Relations, who, it was to be presumed, 
was well informed in relation to this matter, had 


certain terms, and he had thought proper to give 
to the Senate and the country the terms upon 
which that peace could be made. He understood 
the chairman of the committee to say that peace 


United States would consent on his part to con- | 
clude this war, if Mexico would consent to cede to 
the United States the whole of New Mexico and | 


the whole of Upper California. 


They had now for the first time, from an official | 


source, the information which the country had | 
_ long desired to obtain, viz: to what extent, and for | 
| what purpose, this war was to be further prosecu- 


| pose of acquiring, by force of arms, or what he 


} 


_ by force of arms, or the 


converted into a war of conquest. This fact was 


ted. They were now told that it was for the pur- 
considered to be the same thing, driving Mexico 
ople of Mexico, to con- 
sent to surrender to the United States New Mexi- 
co and California. This war, then, according to 
the information which they had now received, was 


now avowed before the American people. It mat- 


tered not that these territories were to be ceded to | 
us under the form and sanction of a treaty, for | 


they all knew that such treaty, if made, was to be 


forced upon Mexico by means of the prosecution ! 


All || 
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| it had gone on step by step, connecting itself with 
| the legislation of the country, winding itself about 
| them in defiance of the terms of the Constitution, 


| 
| 
| 
| 








| had the honor in part to represent, to express those 
| views now, clearly and openly, to the Senate. He 
_ knew that the demands for the prosecution of this 


| and money for the purpose of prosecuting the war 
We were powerful, and in a condition to force || 





_ Feb. 2. 


on 


ey). 


ecuted, and to suggest to the Senate a few humbje 
considerations in regard to what he conceived to be 
the best mode of putting an end to it. They were 
called upon day by day to vote men and money for 
the purpose of sustaining this war, and having op 
many occasions given his vote for these Purposes 
he felt it due to himself, and to the State which he 


war were great; that immense means were requj- 
red; that itwas a question of men and money; that 
it lived on the lives and property of the people, 
Whether the war could be justified before God and 
man or not, it was a war now eXisting, and a 
war which he felt bound, as long as it did exist, to 
assist in providing for, in order to support the 
success of our arms and the honor of the country, 
But he would candidly say that if he believed an 
end could be put to this war in an honorable man. 
ner, by withholding the appropriations for it, he 
would withhold his vote from any supplies of men 


any longer. But he felt that the war was no longer 
under the control of the Senate. Commenced, as 
he believed it was, either by design or by a blunder, 


until it had bound the country in every form of 
legislation to its support. This little war, com- 
menced, whether by the act of Mexico or of the 
President of the United States, he would not stop 
to inquire, had been growing larger and larger as 
time had elapsed; and, as the army had advanced 
into the Mexican territory, the enemy had fallen 
before it; but every victory that we had gained 
seemed to add strength to our adversaries. At the 
commencement of the war, to all human appear- 
ance, Mexico, divided in her councils, distracted 
in hér domestic affairs, apparently without the 
means of supporting the war, seemed to lie before 
us, like a man before the lion, leaving us nothing 
to do but to put forth our power and destroy the 
devoted victim. But it appeared that every wound 
we inflicted imparted renewed strength to the 
victim. Every victory that we gained, whilst it 
lessened the number and strength of our army, 
seemed to rally the citizens of Mexico; and, like 
the blood shed in defence of homes and firesides 
every citizen of Mexico stricken down brought 
together a thousand freemen for the purpose of 
avenging his blood. The road to the city of Mexi- 
co—to the ** Halls of the Montezumas’’—seemed 
to grow longer and longer, and the revels which 
many gentlemen anticipated at the close of this 
war in the ‘*Halls of the Montezumas’”’ had been 
preceded by many a carnival of blood. The peace 
which it was thought we could conquer by one 
or two battles seemed to fly before us like an ignis 
futuus, and at this moment it was as far distant as 
it was when the army marched from the Nueces to 
the Rio Grande, But the war was no longer un- 
der the control of politicians. It had assumed an 
aspect and an importance before the country which 
was calculated to rouse all the feelings of the peo- 

le towards it. It was now evident that it was to 
Ce a protracted and an expensive war. It was now 
evident from what they saw that all the energies, 
both moral and physical, of this country, were to 
be called into requisition for the purpose of putting 
an end to it. 

Mr. MILLER continued. If this war was to 
be continued another year, it would require all the 
energies of this nation, both physical and pecuniary, 
to sustain it. We have already authorized the 
President to call into the service fifty thousand 
volunteers, and by a bill just passed the Senate 
the President was authorized to increse the army 
by ten regiments, making the army to consist of 
twenty-seven thousand regular troops, and together 
with volunteers, some eighty’thousand men. The 
armies of this republic had already spread them- 
selves at the direction of the President, from Tam- 
pico, on the Gulf, to the Pacific Ocean, a distance 
of several thousand miles; and if the war was to be 
carried on with vigor, this army must be sustained 
in a foreign country. All its munitions of war, 


all the provisions necessary to supply it, would 
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have to be transported at an immense expense. 
One part of the army of this republic had just 
passed round Cape Horn, for the purpose of in- | 
yading and taking possession of California—going 
by water a distance of some fifteen thousand miles; 
and an army of this kind must and will require an 
expenditure of money which will be an oppressive 
burden on the people of this country. What were 
the facts in relation to the difficulties and expense 
attending such an army as that utter General 
Taylor? Why, although he was ordered early in 
the summer to take a position on the Rio Grande, 
the fact was now before the country that his means 
of transportation to Mexico had not reached him 
even up to the 2d of November last. Most of them 
had to be prepared here in the North and trans- | 
ported by water, and then sent across the country | 
to Mexico. He merely mentioned these facts to 
show the difficulty of carrying on a war three | 
thousand miles from this Capitol. And no man j, 
could tell what its cost and trouble would yet be, || 
He had heard the cost for the first year estimated |, 
at one hundred millions of dollars. He repeated, || 
that no man could tell what the cost would be; but | 
he believed it would not vary much from that es- 
timate for the time specified; if it did, it would more 
robably be over than under that amount. In | 
May last ten millions were appropriated; in June, 
about eleven millions; and in August, by a supple- | 
mental bill, an appropriation was made of two 
millions. They had attempted to raise by loan | 
under the bill of last session, ten millions, and || 
they had taken the twelve millions surplus in the 


passed a bill authorizing a 
lions more; making about fifty millions of money 
actually applied to the purposes of this war. And | 
it had been said by gentlemen who had examined 
the appropriation bills for the present session, that 


the whole amount required at this session would || 
He thought, then, with || 


be at least fifty millions. 
propriety he might say that for the present year | 
this war would cost one hundred millions; and yet | 
they had been told that this war had but just com- | 
menced. Now, how were these immense expen- | 
ses to be met? This was a question which the | 
Senate should ask itself. It was a question which | 
the people were beginning to ask. 
And here he had a word to say to the conduct- | 
ors of this war, It was an easy thing to get a 
country into a war, and it was an easy thing, amidst | 
the excitement which generally attends a war, to | 
make appropriations for the purpose of sustaining | 
it. Itrequired no great patriotism for them, sitting 
here day by day, to appropriate men and money 
to sustain this war. The great question to be asked, 
which should strike any Executive when about 
to go into a war, was, “ How are the means to be | 
raised for the purpose of carrying on the war?” | 
The disposition of our people was such, that there 
was no difficulty in obtaining men to go into the 
fight; but the great question was, how was the 
money to be obtained? The question now was, 
whether they would raise the money at once— 
whether they would call upon the people by means 
of taxes to sustain the war, or whether they would 
- off the evil day, and leave the work to be done 
y those who shall come after us. Would they 
meet the question at once, and test the popularity 
of this war, by calling upon the people to surrender 
their property for its support; or would they blink 
the question, and throw the responsibility on their 
successors? An Executive, who had full confi- 
dence in the propriety of the course he had taken— 
an Executive who felt assured of receiving the 
approbation of the people of the country—who felt 
that he was sustaining the rights and honor of 
his country—who had been compelled to go into 
a war which the honor of the country forbade him 
to avoid, would meet his responsibility at once. 
He would say to the people, “ If this war is to be 
sustained, I shall want not only soldiers and vol- 
unteers, but means to support them; and I recom- 
mend Congress to impose a tax so as to call forth 
those means from the private property of the peo- 
ple.” Such was the course which this Govern- 
ment pursued in the last war. oe met it fairly. 
’ 





As soon as the war was commen the declara- 
tion of war was accompanied with a recommenda- 
tion for an increase of taxes; and, as he under- 
stood, the taxes were doubled at.once. 

But this Administration had not taken that 
course. It satisfied itself with having made the 
war, and with having sent in here to Congress day 
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| they have perfected? 
| suggested; and the system they had was one 
| which, they were told by the President, was ad- 
|| justed with a view to the economical administra- | 
treasury; and during the paves session they had || tion of the Government in time of peace. 
oan of twenty-three mil- |, 


after day, asking for appropriations of men and 
money, without, to his knowledge, having asked 
Congress to lay taxes to sustain the war. Bold 
this Administration had been, and even reckless, 
as he conceived, in not avoiding the war. Loud 
and clamorous its friends had been for the vigor- 
ous prosecution of the war; but when they came 
to ask for appropriations of money, or the raising 
of means, without which no war could be prose- 
cuted with vigor, they were perfect cowards. They 
shrunk from meeting the responsibility. No; the 
democracy of this country was not to be taxed 
for this war. They were to conquer all Mexico. 
Splendid schemes of conquest were devised. Their 
armies were spreading from the Pacific to the Gulf 
of Mexico, but not a dollar tax was to be imposed | 
to sustain the war. The democracy might sip their 
tea and coffee without being disturbed in its enjoy- 
ment by any tax. The war was to sustain itself. 
Their tax-gatherer was to be in Mexico. Mexico | 
was to be conquered, and her people were to pay 
for their subjugation. Contributions were to be 
levied, in the first instance, to sustain the army on | 
its march to revel in the Halls of the Montezumas; 
and then they were to pay themselves by taking 


in which this war was to be carried on. 

What, then, were the measures of the party 
now in power—the financial measures—which 
No war duties had been | 


The | 
measure was solely recommended on that ground. 
| And what other measure had they heard of ? They | 
had heard of a system of free trade, though this, 
| perhaps, was more of a theoretical than a practi- 
cal measure. It lay, however, at the foundation 
of the present order of things, and was undoubt- 
edly also adopted merely for a time of peace. 
Then, again, there was the hard-money currency 
_system. ‘These were the measures of this Admin- 
istration; and by such a system a foreign war was | 


} 


| opinion, would not sustain the Government in time 


retend would be sufficientin time of war; and yet | 
it was the only system by which they proposed to 
carry on a war at a distance of three thousand 
miles. They all knew that a war of this kind, 
‘carried on at a distance, was a most expensive 
| war to any government. But he would under- 
| take to say that no government on the face of the 
| earth could carry on a foreign war with more ex- 
| pense to itself than the United States. We were 
| not prepared for a war of this kind; but the mon- 
| archies of Europe, having standing armies in the 
| field, were.always ready, and they could carry on 
| foreign wars without disturbing the people at 
home. Their standing armies must be sustained, 
either in peace or war. But in the United States 
we have no such state of preparation. Our insti- 
tutions forbid such preparations. If we undertake 
to carry on such wars, everything must be com- 
menced de novo; an we know it costs our Gov- 
ernment twice as much as any of the governments 
of the Old World. 

But they had been charged on that side of the 
Chamber with not giving a hearty support to this 
war—with being indisposed to carry on the war 
vigorously. Now, whatever might be the opinion 
of gentlemen on that side of the Chamber as to the 
cause of this war, and as to its necessity and its 
justice, he believed they had all manifested a dis- 
position to sustain the honor and credit of the 
country, now it was engaged in war. They had 
voted for, or they had not opposed, all the meas- 
ures of the Administration to sustain and carry on 
| the war. The friends of the Administration have 


under their peculiar charge and management. They 
had got all the men and money they desired; and 
now he and his friends had the right, and with 
more justice, to turn round and say to the Admin- 
istration, “*You have not done your duty to the 
country, in vigorously supporting this war. You 
have neglected to prepare the country for this war; 
you have neglected to sustain the treasury of the 
country, that this war may be prosecuted effect- 
ively; you have not called upon the people to 





pledge their property to sustain this war; you have 

gone into the war relying on your credit, and you 

supply the treasury simply by borrowing. Instead 
a 


OBE. | 


This was the manner || 


i] 
|| cO, or to “conquer a peacer 


to be carried on—a system which, in his humble |! 


got all they asked for. They had taken the war | 
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of raising the means for carrying on this war, the 
Administration had snampeab te push its credit to 
the utmost extreme; and, in the first year of this 
war, they found the treasury empty, and the Sec- 
| retary of the Treasury at hie wit’s end to reise 
ways and means. The Administration preferred 
its own political theories of the last ten years to the 
honor and eredit of the country. They would not 
| give up the sub-treasury, though their iron chests 
held nothing but mere suspended promises to pay. 
They would not give up their notions of free trade, 
for fear it might disturb some favorite scheme they 
had heretofore entertained. In time of war, there 
should be no party; but inasmuch as the attempt 
had been made, not here only, but in the country, 
to throw on the Whig party the imputation that it 
was reluctant to sustain the war, a threw back 
the imputation on the Administration party, and 


| charged them with neglecting to sustain the war, 


by not preparing the treasury and the finances of 
the country for the emergency. 

But he had a word to say as to the way in which 
this campaign had been managed. That was the 
| duty of the Executive, and, though he did not 
agree with gentlemen that the Executive, upon his 
own responsibility, should plan a campaign, by 
the Executive it had been planned. Well, and 
what had been the great scheme to conquer Mexi- 
7”? Why, as far as 
could be seen, they had invested Mexico with our 


|| armies, as the waters surround the continent. One 


portion of our army was on the Rio Grande; an- 
other was penetrating Mexico some hundred miles 
up; a third was penetrating the centre by Santa Fé; 
a fourth was sent round Cape Horn to take posses- 
sion of California; and the navy of the United 
States occupied the Gulf of Mexico and the Pacific 
Ocean; so that the republic of Mexico was com- 
pletely surrounded by our arms. They desired, 
it was said, to conquer a peace, and the way to do 
| it was to take possession of the Halls of the Mon- 


| tezumas; and to do that, they had stationed their 


armies at the extreme points—in remote provinces. 
They commenced as far from the point of attack 
as they could get. They sent their armies into 


|| the provinces of Mexico to fight with the elements 
of peace—a system which even its friends did not || 


in the wilderness. They sent their navy into the 
| Gulf and the Pacific. And for what purpose? 
| Why were their squadrons thus employed? Mexi- 


|| co had no fleet, nor any naval force. And this was 


| the great plan of the campaign: Mexico was sur- 
rounded by our armies and our navy. And what 
\ then? They were to strike a blow at the heart of 
| Mexico, snd yet their armies were from one thou- 
| sand to two thousand miles from that point. Oh! 
| but they were all to march and concentrate on 
| Mexico; and then a peace was to be conquered. 
|| If peace were the object—if the object of this cam- 
|| paign had been to conquer a speedy peace, to use 
| the language of the resolution adopted here some- 
time ago, they had taken the worst course to do 
it. But if. the object was to dismember Mexico 
| of her provinces, the campaign had been wisely 
|| planned. 
| There had been many schemes proposed to con- 
| quer Mexico. They could hardly meet a soldier 
| on the street, of any military pretension, who had 
not his plan. But if the plan were to conquer a 
peace, why was it that the troops were not concen- 
trated at some point and marched to that point 
where an effectual blow could be struck, and then 
make known that we were ready to make peace 
on the settlement of the boundary line between 
Mexico and Texas, and the payment of the indem- 
nities due to our citizens? If that object had been 
| made known, they would have had peace long ago. 
| But instead of that, an army had been sent round 
| Cape Horn to California, to attack that province, 
wk to establish a civil government there. This 
. had been published to all the world, and it was 





| 
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| 
} 
| 
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| 
| 
| 
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|| well understood that this Government was grasp- 
ing after territory. : : 
t there was another mode of managing this 
campaign—to ‘ conquer a peace,’’ which must be 
written in its secret history. It was by means of 
money, not employed to furnish arms or munitions 
| of war, not to pay soldiers to fight our battles; but 
to be employed in some mysterious way to affect 
|| the internal counsels of Mexico. At the last ses- 
sion they were asked for two millions of dollars, 
and the object of the President of the United States 
was then understood to be in some way connected 
with Santa Ana. He was the person who was to 
be influenced by the sum of two millions of dollars. 
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It was known that part and parcel of the plan had 
been carried into execution. He knew, the world 
knew, that Santa Ana was an exile at Havana, 
and that, at the instigation of the President of the 
United States, he was taken back to Mexico. The 
President admits that it was by his own conni- 
vance and consent; and he says, that by Santa Ana 
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he expected to produce a peace. He asked for two | 
millions of dollars to get Santa Ana to that coun. | 


try, and to regulate him when there. And whether || 


his conduct since had been influenced by the fact, 
that part of the contract had not been performed 
by the President of the United States, he was not 
able to say. Now, three millions were asked for; 
and this also was in relation to Mexico. There 
was a party there that was willing to make peace 
if these three millions were placed at their disposal 
to sustain the peace party. With such a scheme 
he had nothing to do; he believed it would amount 
to nothing. If there were in Mexico to be found 
traitors to their country, who would pocket the 
money of this Government to sign a treaty of peace, 
they would soon find it necessary to seek a retreat 
either in the United States, or somewhere else, 
from the indignation of their countrymen, and this 
Government would lose its money, and before the 
world its honor also. Two millions were required 
to get Santa Ana into that country, but three mil- 
lions were now required to get him out again. 

Mr. M. was sorry to trespass on the time of the 
Senate; but he did not allude to these things so 
much for the purpose of finding fault with what 
has been done, as to bring the Senate and the coun- 
try to a consideration of the causes of the war, for 
the purpose of seeing whether they could not bring 
the war to an end by an honorable and speedy ad- 
justment of the causes which brought us into the 
war. In order to do this, he would refer for a few 
moments to the causes of the war. And, indoing 
this, he would direct the attention of the Senate to 
what the President himself has said regarding the 
difficuities, and the only difficulties, between Mexi- 
co and the United States at the time the war com- 
menced, He then quoted from the Annual Mes- 
sage of the President to Congress, of December, 
1845, to show that the boundary question, and the 
unredressed injuries which Mexico had inflicted 
on the property of United States citizens, were the 
only matters in difference. Now, with regard to 
these indemnities, according to the President’s mes- 
sage on the 2d December last, three instalments 
had been paid, leaving a balance unsettled. 

But the President further states, that for the 
so of settling the boundaries, he sent Mr. 
Slidell to effect their adjustment. Here, then, were 
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exhibited, had taken a strong hold on the public 


| mind; and it was making itself felt here, and he 


| felt that the hour had arrived when it became the | 
duty of the Senate to respond to that sentiment of | 


| the people, and to say that this war, which was 


| to a close. 
referred to this war and to its causes. 


_ selves to the causes which Jed to the dispute, there 


| would be little trouble in adjusting them; but if | 


_ they wished to take advantage of each other—if 
| one, feeling itself to be stronger than the other, 
would cavil and introduce something new, there 
was. great probability of breaking up all attempts 
at settlement. But if both desired peace—if the 
_ United States, the stronger of the two, honestly 
desired a settlement—all that it was necessary 
for us to do was to confine the Executive in the 
settlement to the original causes of the war. Now 
he would put this pertinent question to the Senate, 
and through the Senate to the Executive: ‘Are 


you willing to propose to Mexico to make peace | 


by a fair and honorable settlement of the causes 
which led to the war?’’ If the President would 


say in plain language to Mexico, ‘* We will settle | 


| our differences if you will acknowledge the bound- 
ary of Texas to be the Rio Grande, and pay our 
citizens the indemnities due to them,’’ he assured 
the Senate that Mexico would accept the terms, 


and they would have peace. If such a proposition | 


had been made by Mr. Slidell, there would have 

| been no war at all. 
But if the President of the United States would 
/ not make that proposition—if he will not answer 
| in the affirmative to such a proposition from the 
United States Senate, then we and all the world 
could understand what he was after. What else 
could the President want than a settlement of the 


boundary line of Texas and the payment of the | 


indemnities? Let the world understand it; espe- 
cially let the people of this country understand it. 
He knew of nothing else the President could desire, 
unless it was the conquest of Mexico, for he surel 

did not act on that exploded idea of the law of 


| nations that a Christian nation, after going to war 


and getting all she goes to war for, was to continue |) 


| to fight for the purpose of punishing her antagonist. 


After striking her antagonist to the earth, she was | 
| to continue the war for the’administration of pun- | 


ishment! Surely this age would not justify the 


continuance of war for such a purpose. For what 


other purpose, then, was the war to be continued. 


| He was sorry to say that there was another pur- 


plainly and distinctly stated the causes of differ- | 


ence when the war broke out—the boundary line 


between Mexico and Texas, and indemnities to | 


the amount of two millions of dollars, or (when 
all was put in that could be got in, right or wrong) 
from three to four millions of dollars more. 

it had been said that it was very unfortunate that 


two republics living side by side, either by design | 


or by a blunder, should be got intoa war. It ought 
to have been prevented; and if proper prudence 
and foresight had been exercised by th 

of the United States, it would have been prevent- 


|| fornia. 
e Executive | 


ed. If the Senate had had time to consider the | 


question when the declaration of war—for he call- 
ed it such—when the President’s message of the 


1ith of May last was sent in to the Senate, it would | 


have been settled to the honor and satisfaction of || 


all parties concerned. He could not refrain from 
saying that no nation could be justified that got 
info a war for such trifling causes. 


There had | 


been in the public mind, and he thought he might | 
say in the mind of the Executive himself—for he | 


ave the President credit for due reflection on this 
important question and a realization of his respon- 
sibility—a hesitancy with regard to this war and 
to the justice and necessity of it. Such a feeling 
was abroad. He had seen it manifested here. 
They had seen it in the acts of the Administration 


desired on every occasion to be certified that it 
was right. It had attempted ail the way along to 
get the assent of Congress and its sanction for the 
war so hastily brought on the country. They 
could not even offer a vote of thanks to those eal- 
lant men who had carried our arms victoriously 
through three battles, without its being converted 
into a certificate of the President’s conduct in re- 
lation to this war. The feeling of doubt of the 


} 
} 


| 


aoe ; || conquest compel the people of another re 
necessity and justice of this war, which was thus |! become kn of the W 


/, and dominion—what then? 


; ; . || what were they to do with them? 
throughout this campaign. The Administration | 


pose. It was to be continued for the purpose of 
extending the jurisdiction of the United States over 
the provinces of Mexico. Conquest was the idea. 
| Why, here they were told by an honorable Sen- 
ator they were to take their pay for our people in 
land, and not be very particular in regard to the 
quantity and valuation of it. They were to tell 
Mexico that the debt they owe us should be for- 
given if she would cede New Mexico and Cali- 
Then, was it not evident that if this war 
was to be continued longer, it was to compel Mexi- 
co to surrender to us these two provinces? This 
had been anticipated by many gentlemen who were 
opposed to this war. They had long been appre- 
hensive that the object was not so much to sustain 
the honor and the rights of the United States, as to 
extend the dominion of the United States. 

Now suppose they got those two provinces; 
suppose our victorious armies overrun all Mexico, 
and our flag waves in triumph over every walled 
town throughout that republic; suppose their 
Cesar should return from Gaul, with intelligence 
of the subjagation of provinces, and should come 
| into this Hall and here present them to the Senate 
| for the purpose of submitting them to its control 
Suppose they got 
| New Mexico and California by a treaty of peace, 
Gentlemen 
seemed to look upon it as a mere acquisition of ter- 
ritory—as the acquisition of so many acres of land 
or square miles. Why, there were people there; 
there are citizens of Mexico there. hat was pro- 
| posed to be done with them? Hedoubted very much 
| whether, uader our form of government, they could 
| bring into the United States, by means of conquest, 
a foreign people and territory. He spoke, how- 
| ever, more particularly of people. Could they by 
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nited States? hy, we 
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it was for this purpose that he had | 
In the set- | 
tlement of disputes, not only between individuals | 


! 
| 
| brought on by suck trifling causes, must be brought | 
| 
| but nations, if they would agree to confine them- | 








have proclaimed to the world that no man can be 
compelled by force of arms to owe allegiance o 
any country; and that he has the right to throw 
off his allegiance to any sovereign on earth. Daily 
we admit hundreds of emigrants from Europe to 
the rights of citizenship, having long since discard. 
ed from our statute books the old doctrine that q 
man has, in this matter, no right of choice. Wha, 
then, he repeated, did they mean to do with these 
people? Diti they by force of arms intend to com. 
pel an entire people to become citizens with us? 

But there was another point of view in which to 
contemplate this question. What would they do 
| with these provinces when they obtained them? 
|| Then would come up the question of partition— 
| the division of the spoils. Then they would find 
|| that they had transferred the war from Africa io 
|| Rome. Then would come up a question which 
| every patriot in the land, every man who values 
'| the peace and harmony of the Union, should pre- 
| vent being agitated at all. 
| But what do we want with New Mexico? Why 
| should we surrender the claims of our citizens to 
the two millions of indemnities, and take pay in 
land? Do we want land? Are we so cramped 
that we cannot live without enlarging the area of 
the country? Is the valley of the Mississippi 
worn out? Is the rich and fertile soil there to be 
forsaken, and are our people to go to Mexico to 
seek new homes? 

And what do we want with California? Is it 
that on the Pacific Ocean we want a secure harbor? 
Why, for a long time we have been getting Oregon, 
Its importance to the country has been strongly 
represented. Its attitude in relation to our com- 
/ merce and agriculture has been long represented. 
| [t was a vast, unappropriated country, and we have 
| been encouraging citizens to go there; and the time 
| would soon come when we shall have a colony 
there, and when the commerce of the United States 
| would open for itself a market on the great Pacific, 
aud when our institutions, our laws, and our, reli- 
gion, will take a stand there, and have their influ- 
' ence, not only on the Pacific coast, but across that 
_ ocean, and in the islands of the sea. The great 
' work of building up and sustaining Oregon was 
| before them. It was a work of peace and of civili- 
zation. And it would require all the energies of 
| this country to build up and sustain it for some 
time to come. But before they had taken one step 
to build up and sustain that Territory, one hun- 
‘| dred millions of dollars was to be expended to ac- 
quire New Mexico and California. Would they 
|| never stop in their acquisitions? When they got 
|| New Mexico and California, would they not push 
Was not the tempta- 
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| their acquisitions further ? 
tion great?) When the annexation of Texas was 

| urged upon them, they were told that was to be 

|| the boundary of the Union. Thus far they were 

| to go, and no farther. But a year had not passed, 

| 

| 


when by reason of a trifling dispute about two mil- 
lions of dollars and the settlement of a boundary 
line, which men of sense could settle any time in 
twenty-four hours, we were thrown into a war, 
which was not to be settled, says the Senator from 
Arkansas, until New Mexico and California are 
ours. If the country would submit to this, and 
| allow aggressions to be carried on to acquire new 
| territory, it would be of very little use to attempt 
|| to improve our country at home. We had better 
|| cast loose the rein, and let all the energies of the 
| country expend themselves in the acquisition of 
| foreign climes. 


} 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Mr. M. had (he said) honestly believed this war 
' with Mexico could be settled, and settled in two 
or three months, if the Senate would, by resolu- 
tion, advise the President to settle the differences 
between the two countries, by an adjustment of 
the original causes of the war. If we will say 


| 
| 
| that our object is not acquisition; if we will say 
|| that we will be willing to make peace, on a settle- 
|| ment of the boundary line of Texas and the pay- 
|| ment of the indemnities, we shall bave , 
| When the resolutions for the annexation of ‘Texas 
were before the Senate, prior to the completion of 
it, they were told that if they annexed Tex 
without first settling the boundary line, there woul 
be great danger of war; and one objection against 
ing by resolution was, that it would put it 
out of the power of this branch of the Government 
to settle it before annexation took place. He knew 
the honorable Senator from Alabama {Mr. Bagsy) 
|| was opposed to annexation by resolution, and that 
\) he was in favor of the proviso, or a treaty; but # 


annexing 
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was believed at the time that the President would I 
adopt the mode sanctioned by the proviso, and do |; 
it by treaty. He doubted if it would have passed, | 
if they could have foreseen what really took place. | 
Instead of the President st the boundary 
question with Mexico on iberal terms, on the | 
basis of the Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. 
Canoun,] in his various despatches, it was done 
at once by resolution. 

But it was said that the Senate ought not to || 
interfere in this matter: this war is under the con- 
trol ef the Executive, and the Executive alone | 
can make peace. Well, that was true. Congress 
can only make war; but this war has been made | 
without the consent of Congress. It was made | 
before the question was submitted to Congress. || 
It was made—whether honestly or not he would |! 
not question—but it was made by a mistake of the 
President, in ordering our troops to march from || 
the Nueces to the Rio Grande, and putting them in || 
a condition where war must follow—pficing them, |, 
in the language of the Senator from Missouri, in 
a position to assault Matamoros, and where the 
accidental discharge of a gun must bring on a con- {| 
flict. Mr. M. blamed the President for that. It } 
might have been an oversight; but before we had |! 
time to reflect, the war was on us, and to this day || 


Congress has never declared war. There is no war |, 
de jure, though there is de facto. | 
But they had another excuse for interfering in || 
this matter. In a late case of great notoriety and | 
importance before the country, when we were in | 
danger of being brought into war with Great Brit- || 
ain—on a questien of boundary, too—when it had | 
arrived at that point at which the President found 
it necessary to ask for advice how he should act 
under such important responsibilities, he sent to | 
the Senate, and asked our advice respecting the || 
formation of that treaty. Now he would not stand 
on formalities on questions of war or peace. They | 
did not say to the President, We will give you 
no advice: you make war at your peril. The 
Senate had no disposition thus to treat the Presi- 
dent; and they received his message in good faith, | 
and answered it in like manner. And what was 
! 
} 


the result? Why, they saved the country from a 
bloody war. And now, he said, it would be not || 
only correct, but he held it to be the duty of the 
President to do so under the circumstances of this 
case, and all the circumstances connected with the 
history of this war, that the Senate and Congress 
might express their opinions in regard to the fur- 
ther continuation of this war, and the means of 
bringing it toa close. For one, he should be wil- || 
ling to say that it was the duty of the President to 1] 
settle this controversy with Mexico by an honor- || 
able and fair adjustment of the causes of the war, || 
discarding all idea of conquest or receiving pay in || 
land. He considered such a project disgraceful to || 
the country. If we had gone to war because the 
blood of American citizens had been shed on | 
American soil—and that was the word which went 
forth through the country, and struck every ear 
and heart—if for that our armies had been marched | 
to and across the Rio Grande, to right ourselves | 
{ 





| 
| 
| 


| 
before the world, and to defend our rights and 
honor, how were we to be satisfied by taking pay | 
in land—by the cession of California and New 
Mexico, and: by subjugating the people of New 
Mexico to our Government? He discarded such 
a settlement as that, as dishonorable to the country. 
All we had to do was to compel Mexico to settle 
the original causes of war. hat utility would 
there be in a continuance of this war? e had 
been told that though the war had cost us much, 
we had been fully repaid by the renown which 
our arms had won; that European nations had 
forgotten us, but that now they were taught that || 
we could defend both ourselves and our rights. 


| 








| 





But was it possible that Europe could have forgot- 
ten all the ee deeds of the last war and the 
war of the Revolution? Ifall the honor and glory 
we acquired in contending with one of the great- 
est military nations on earth had passed away like 
a dream, what could this miserable contest with 
poor, stricken-down Mexico do to establish our 
renown? He had never been in foreign parts; but 
if the American name glory were so low that 
it was nece to en in a war with Mexico 
to establish them, he never desired to go there; for 
he should not be proud of a nation that was sunk 
—— in the estimation of the great family of 
nations, 


But did the power and the glory of this nation 


| 
| 
| 
} 


i 
| 
| 


THE 


|| willing to stop all debate. 


| be in regard to debating the subject. 


depend on deeds of war? No, our glory was de- 
rived from achievements of peace. Our enterprise, 
our institutions, our religion, were our glory and 


|| our boast; and when all the renown which could 
| be derived from deeds of arms had passed away, 


the glory of this country would stand before the 


_ world, founded on the great principles of peace and 
| justice. 


Mr. SEVIER made a brief explanation in reply 
to some remarks of the Senator from New Jersey, | 


| (Mr. Miiter.] 


When he concluded there was a cry of “* Ques- 


|| tioe,’? from several _ of the Senate. 


Mr. MANGUM hoped the question would not 


|| now be pressed. He did not know that any Sena- 


tors on his side of the Chamber desired to debate 
this subject, but time should be given them to do 


'| so if they had such a desire. 


Mr. CHALMERS suggested that the Senate 
should go into Executive session. 
Mr. SEVIER said he desired to get the final 


| vote at an early day, and therefore he had abstained 
| from going into a discussion of the causes and origin 


of this war; deeming it unfair to go into it himself, 
and then to press a vote which would deprive othre 
gentlemen of the same opportunity. He was not 
If gentlemen desired to 
delay its passaze, he could not prevent it. 


Mr. MANGUM said, there was no purpose of | 


delay, of any unreasonable delay on his part; but 


this was a very important question. They had | 


been engaged during the last few weeks on very 
important measures, which had occupied their at- 
tention exclusively; and not knowing that this bill 
would be precipitated upon them, they were not 
prepared satisfactorily to determine those impor- 
tant questions which it involved. 
question would not be pressed. If it were neces- 
sary they could go into special session. 

Mr. SEVIER said, if it was to be debated, that 
it might share the fate it did last year, he was not 


willing to have it passed over; but he should not | 


object to reasonable debate. He was not willing, 
though, to have it spoken to death. They had the 
appropriation bills yet behind, but he was willing 
to yield a day or two. 

Mr. MANGUM said he did not know abso- 
lutely what the intention of other Senators might 
He had no 
such purpose, and he thought that those with 


' whom he acted had no disposition to defer the mat- 
| ter, or postpone it unreasonably. They had mani- 


fested a disposition to aid the President in every 


possible way in the prosecution of this war, in or- | 
der to obtain a speedy and honorable peace. But | 


they wanted some time to consider of this subject, 
though it was notentirely new. It had been brought 


before the Senate at the last session, but under a | 


very different aspect. 

he object of the President now seemed to be 
pretty clearly intimated to be the purchase of Cali- 
fornia and 


sented a vastly momentous question. 
unwilling to see Mexico dismembered. 
unwilling to acquire, at the edge of the sword, or 


the point of the bayonet, a single square inch of | 


territory, though he was disposed to acquire, if 


practicable, those water facilities which would be | 
of immense advantage to this country. But as to | 


a forcible spoliation of the territory of California, 


or any other, at the edge of the sword, it was dis- | 


tasteful to him. He was altogether averse to it. 
The change of phase which this matter had as- | 
sumed rendered it incomparably of more impor- | 
tance than the pro n ' 
indisposed, therefore, to give a vote which might 
foreclose him hereafter (the views of the Adminis- 
tration not having been clearly indicated until to- 


day) from taking such a course as his more ma- | 
| the motion to postpone to Thursday, and they 
Mr. SEVIER moved to postpose the further | 


tured judgment might dictate. 


consideration of the subject until to-morrrw. He | 

then briefly explained some matters in relation to_ 

this subject, from the history of the last session of | 

Congress. 
r. MANGUM rejoined. 

Mr. BERRIEN ho } c 
mittee on Foreign Relations would acquiesce in the 
request of the Senator from North Carolina, and 
let this subject go over. He hoped it would not 
be with the speed which was indicated. 


Upon all the measures which had been deemed | 
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He hoped the | 


ew Mexico. Ifthis were so, he would |, 
only say, for one, that, under this aspect, it pre- | 
i He was | 
He was | 


sition of last year; and he was | 
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his side of the Chamber had acquiesced. But now 
another question was presented. They were call- 
ed upon to vote an extraordinary amount of money 
for the purpose of bringing the war to a termina- 
tion, and in fulfilment of their duty, they should 
have an opportunity to ascertain and declare on 
what principles, with what views, and for the ac- 
complishment of what purpose this war was pro- 
secuted. It was one thing to yield to the Execu- 
tive, and vote appropriations when the country 
was in a state of war, and our army jeoparded by 
an army of superior numbers; it was another thing 
in their legislative capacity to define the object for 
which the war was to be prosecuted. In making 
this appropriation of three millions of dollars, it 
was their duty to ascertain the purpose to which it 
was to be applied. He could not, therefore, un- 
derstand how this bill could be passed without dis 
cussion. He moved a postponement to Thursday 
next. 

Mr. SEVIER was not willing to be behind any 
gentleman in courtesy, but they must remember 
that this was the short session, of which but little 
more than three weeks remained, and in that time 
they had many important measures to dispose of 
He also reminded Senators of the course pursued 
at the last session, when a similar measure was 
under discussion at the hour of adjournment. If 
a debate was now to be gone into, the sooner it 
was begun the better. 

Mr. BERRIEN denied that there was any dis- 
position to avoid an expression of opinion by a 
| vote on this question. e were not so far ad- 
|| vanced in the session as the Senator from Arkan- 
| sas supposed, having more than four weeks of the 
session left to them. If, therefore, this could be 
postponed for a few ed they would have time 
for reflection, and they had abundant employment 
for the days beyond which it might be postponed. 
There was the Ladies ee bill, the navy 
appropriation bill, and others to which they might 
direct their attention. That the Senator ffom Ar- 
| kasas might not fear the loss of his measure, he 
was willing, and he believed the Senators on his 
side of the Chamber would be willing, to have a 
day {xed on which the vote should be taken, and 
the decision of the Senate had upon it. 

Mr. SPEIGHT moved to go into executive 
session. 

Voices: “* No, no, dispose of this first.”’ 

Mr. MANGUM repeated his hope that there 
would be no objection to a postponement to the day 
after to-morrow. 

Mr. SEVIER was still of opinion that if there 
was to be a discussion, as had been intimated, 
they should go into it at once. Let it be taken u 
to-morrow, and if Senators were not then pre . 
it could go over to the next day. 

Mr. CALHOUN said Thursday was but day 
after to-morrow. By the postponement to that day 
they should gain time, as it would give Senators 
the opportunity for reflection; and they knew that 
debates which came on after due reflection were 
generally the most concise. He hoped that during 
every session of Congress every one would have 
the opportunity at some period of the session to ex- 
press his views on the general questions before the 
country. So far as he had observed, the gentle- 
men on the other side of the Chamber had shown 
no disposition to prolong the debate unnecessarily. 
| He thought there had been rather more consum 
tion of time on his own side. He thought t 
request now made a reasonable one. Senators 
desired to be heard without intending to consume 
time unnecessarily, and what even time a reason- 
able discussion might take no one could tell. But 
_ surely three, four, five, or even six days, could 
not be considered unreasonable on a great question 


EN 





| like this. He should vote for the postponement. 


Mr. SEVIER called for the yeas and nays on 


were taken, and resulted as follows: 


| YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Atchison, 
ey oe ee Cilley Thomas yton, nen, 
| Davis, Dayton, Evans, e, Huntington, Jarnagin n- 
son of Louisiana, Mangum ier, Morehead, Niles, Pearce, 

Rusk, Simmons, Upham, Westcott, Woodbridge, and Yuiee 


, Berrien, But- 


» Houston, 


the chairman of the Com- | —HAYs— Messrs. Allen, Ashiéy, Atherton, Bagby, Benton, 
Hannegan 


Breese, c Pairfield, 
Seven, Speight, Seocech ana Turney—16. 
So the bill was postponed. 
Mr. BERRIEN then gave notice of his intention 
was read as follows, 





| to offer an amendment, which 


necessary by the Government to carry on this war, '| and ordered to be printed: 
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“ Provided, always, And it is hereby declared to be the true 
intent and meaning of Congress in making this appropria- 
tion, that the war with Mexico ought not to be prosecuted 
by this Government with any view to the dismemberment 
of that republic, or to the acquisition by conquest of any 
portion of her territory; that this Government ever desires 
to maintain and preserve peaceful and friendly relations with 
ali nations, and particularly with the neighboring republic 
of Mexico, will always be ready to enter into negotiations, 
with a view to terminate the present unhappy conflict on 
terms which shall secure the just rights and preserve invio- 
Jate the national honor of the United States and of Mexico; 
that it is eepecially desirable, in order to maintain and pre- 
serve those amicable relations which ouglit always to exist 
between neighboring republics, that the boundary of the 
Btate of Texas should be definitively settled, and that pro- 
vision be made by the republic of Mexico for the prompt and 
equitable settioment of the just claims of our citizens on that 
republic.” 


Mr. BADGER then moved that the message of 


the President of Friday last, relating to the same 
subject, together with sundry other papers, should 
also be printed; which was agreed to. 

THE COPPER LANDS. 

Mr. BREESE moved to postpone the prior or- 
ders, with a view to take up the bill to establish a 
land office in the State of Michigan and Territory 
of Wisconsin; which motion having been agreed 
to, the bill was considered as in committee of the 
whole; and, after having been explained and 
amended, was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, and, by unanimous consent, was subse- 
quently read a third time and passed. 


The bill from the House of Representatives to 
regulate the carriage of passengers in merchant 
vessels, and the bill for the reduction of the costs 
and expenses of proceedings in admiralty against 
ships and vessels, were severally read a first and 
second time and appropriately referred. 


On motion of Mr. BADGER, the Senate pro- | 


ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 
and, after a short time spent therein, 
Adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, February 2, 1847. 
The Journal of yesterday having been read— 
On motion of Mr. GEORGE 8S. HOUST@N, it 


was so corrected as to state the fact that on the | 
motion to postpone the consideration of the special | 
order, (i. e. the three million bill,) he had voted in | 


the affirmative. 


Mr. REUBEN CHAPMAN moved further to | 


amend the Journal by stating, that on the adoption 
of the resolution submitted by him yesterday, and 


calling for certain information, he had called for the || 


yeas and nays, which the House refused to order. 


The SPEAKER said, that under the practice of 


the House, entries of that description could not be 
made 


The Journal was then approved. 


The SPEAKER announced the unfinished busi- 
ness to be the motion of Mr. McDowex t, of Ohio, 
pending at the adjournment last evening, to sus- 
pend the rules to enable him to introduce a joint 
resolution authorizing and directing the Committee 
on the Library to contract with Mr. Powell fora 
picture for the vacant panel in the Rotundo. 

Mr. McCLELLAND, (on leave given,) from 
the Committee on Commerce, to which had been 


provement of certain har 
an amendatory bill. Read and committed 


Mr. ‘THOMAS B. KING, (by leave,) from the | 


Committee on Naval Affairs, reported a bill to grant 
certain privileges to the yachts belonging to the 
members of the New York Yacht Club; and moved 
that the bill be now put upon its passage; but 

On motion of Mr. HOPKINS, it was committed 


to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the || 


Union. 

_Mr. SEDDON (by leave) presented the memo- 
rial of coal-owners and iron-masters of Virginia, 
asking that the duty on foreign coal and iron under 


the present ener be increased to the same rate | 


levied on those articles by the tariff of 1842, Re- 
ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

‘The question was then put on suspending the 
rules to enable Mr. Joseru J. McDowexx to offer 
his joint resolution, and decided in the negative. 

MILITARY ACADEMY. 

On motion of Mr. McK AY, the House resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. Ham rn in the chair.) 


_ mates from the department this item was included. 


' remind those around me that, not long ago, I intro- 


| best of reasons—viz: that I deemed it my duty to 
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Seer Feb. 2, 


On motion of Mr. HUNGERFORD, the com- | them extracted into a aumber of the Congressioq| 


mittee proceeded to consider the bill making appro- | Globe. 


priations for the support of the Military Academy | 


for the year ending 30th June, 1848. || 


The bill having been read— 

Mr. JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL moved to add 
to the bill the following: ** For a board of visitors, 
$2,000.” 

Mr. I. made a few remarks showing the pro- 
priety of the amendment, stating that in the esti- 


The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment disagreed to. 
Mr. INGERSOLL moved to amend the last 


item of the bill, by increasing the amount from | 
$20,000 to $28,000. 


Mr. I, stated that this amendment corresponded || 


with the estimate laid before the committee by the 
department, but the committee had reduced the 
amount $8,000. 

Mr. HUNGERFORD made some remarks in 
reply to Mr. Incersou. 

The question on the amendment was then put, 
and the amendment disagreed to. 

No further amendment being offered to the bill, 
it was laid aside. 


CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The committee, on motion of Mr. McKAY, took | 
up the bill making appropriations for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of the Government for the 
year ending June 30, 1848. 

On the suggestion of Mr. McK AY, the reading | 


of the bill through was dispensed with, and it was | 
taken up by paragraphs. | 


Mr. WENTWORTH said— 

I will move to strike out the first section of the 
bill, in accordance with the usual custom for those 
wishing to address the committee, and proceed to 


duced a resolution declaring it ** inexpedient to 
levy a tax upon tea and coffee.”’ 1 did this for the 


do it. The Secretary of the Treasury had pro- 





posed such a tax, and I knew this House was 


opposed to it. If an extra tax was necessary, and | 
this House was opposed to the proposed one, the 


sooner the Secretary could be informed of the fact, 
the more time would he have to devise another 
plan for raising the necessary revenue. To save 
the time, trouble, and expense of a protracted dis- 
cussion in this House, | moved the previous ques- | 


again with the matter, but for the frequent remarks 


made here and elsewhere respecting the necessity | 
| of this tax, and the motives of those opposing it. 
These remarks are not submitted, as most are in |) 


this body, for the ear of my constituents. All who 
have ever known anything of me politically, know 


j 
tion. And I should never have troubled the House 
| 
| 
| 


that I have always been for keeping tea and coffee | 


free of duty, and for making salt and sugar so, as 


I have never appealed to the people in vain for || 


support; and after that generous support, even 
though I should change myself, I should be guilt 


of the grossest political treachery, if I should fan | 
|| of John Bull upon our eastern frontier. The Ash- 


to carry out fully their views. In offering that 


| resolution, then, I expressed my own views, as 


P ow well as the views of my constituents, and, as it 
referred the bill making aepenqeeainens for the im- || 


sors and rivers, reported | 


proved, the views of a large majority of this House, 
and also of the Democrats of this House. 

[ supposed, until recently, that the whole Dem- 
ocratic party was opposed to this tax. But in these 
times of hankering after place and power, honor 
and emolument; of new plans, new theories, and 


| new practices; of political tergiversations and man- | 


} 


On the 17thof October, 1841, as the ground work 
for the next Gubernatorial election, a prominey; 
Democratic member of the Tennessee Senate, now 
holding office under this Administration, introduced 
| the following resolution: 


** Resolved, That this General Assembly views, with de. 
cided disapprobation, the act of Congress, passed at the late 
| extra session, commonly called the tax bill, imposing ay jy- 
| creased and heavy tax on numerous Common necessaries of 

life, including tea, coffee, salt, sugar, and other articles, as 
it passed the House of Representatives, and in which re. 
spect it was but slightly modified in the Senate ; that modi- 
fication extending to tea and coffee alone, and being ecarrieg 
| against the vote of Henry Clay, of Kentucky, who adhered 

by his vote, in that respeet, to the bill as it passed the House: 


“3 


and which act contains an unjust discrimination in the duty 
| On iron in favor of certain corporations.”’ 

| Such was the Democratic doctrine in Tennessee, 
| at least, in 1841. But I have a better crumb yet, 
| A speech of Governor James K. Polk, reported in 
| the Nashvifte Union of November 1, 1841, charges 
that— 


| “ A dominant majority in the popular branch of Congress, 
1 


| by asolemn vote, imposed a tax of twenty per cent. on tea 
| and coffee also; and in that form the bill passed the House. [py 
| the Senate those two articles were stricken out by the votes 
| of Democratic Senators, and a small portion of Federal 
| Senators; Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, and other Federal Sena- 


|| tors, recording their votes to retain the tax upon them, and 


What will those who call me * little better than 
| a Whig”’ for entertaining similar views to these, 
| now say to such an expression, and true as the 
| gospel, from our own Democratic President? These 
were the views of the President when elected. 
They were mine then, and I believe they now are 
of ap immense majority of the Democratic party. 

Now, I will carry this examination still further, 
and get at, if possible, the exact sentiments of those 
of the Cabinet who have, of late years, been in 
Congress. 

On the 31st of July, 1841, the Whig House of 
Representative, by a vote of one hundred and six- 
| teen to one hundred and one, passed ‘An act re- 


| against making them free articles.’? 


| lating to duties and drawbacks.’’ This was sent 


to the Senate, where the Hon. Levi Woodbury, a 
Democrat from New Hampshire, moved to amend 
it by inserting ‘‘tea and coffee’ among the free 
' articles. The vote stood thirty-nine to ten. The ten 
_were Whigs, and Mr. Clay;was among them. Of 
the majority, were two members of the present 


| Cabinet, Messrs. Buchanan and Walker, and the 


| two Democratic Senators from Illinois. When the 
| question of concurrence in the Senate’s amendment 
| came up in the House, the vote stood one hundred 
|and seventy-eight to eleven. The eleven was 
' composed of John Quincy Adams, seven other 
| Whigs, and three South Carolina Democrats. Of 
| this majority were the present Postmaster General, 
and the whole Illinois delegation. 
At this very time, when *Mr. Woodbury, since 


| made a judge by President Polk, made this move- 
soon as it was practicable. With these sentiments, 


| 

| 

| ment to keep tea and coffee free, and was sustained 
| by four members of the present Cabinet, the affairs 
| of our nation were in as critical a condition as they 
are now. The excitement about the arrest of Mc- 
Leod was at its height. Our army was facing that 


| burton treaty had not been concluded. The Oregon 
difficulty was entirely open. The Mexican indem- 
nities were unsatisfied, and our indebtedness was 
very large. But, very properly, —_—— Henry 
| Clay wished it, no tax could be levied upon tea 
| and coffee then. 





Again: at the second session of the Whig Con- 
gress in 1842, the Committee of the Whole amend- 
ed the bill “‘ to provide revenue from imports,” by 


agement, one hardly knows what to expect. I || striking out a provision imposing a tax upon tea 


know that I came to Congress an opponent of a 
tax upon tea and coffee. And I always supposed 


| that the Democratic eae came into power pledged | 
usion to this matter, the | 
| gentleman from Indiana (Mr. Wick] the other 


to such a policy. In al 


_ and coffee for three years “ and no longer.”” This 
| amendment was concurred in by a vote of one hun- 
| dred and eighteen to seventy, July 16. 

In the majority are recorded the names of two 
members of President Polk’s Cabinet, Messrs. 





day told us, that there were individuals who got || Clifford and Johnson, and all the Illinois delega- 
up shadows to frighten themselves. Now, if this || tion present. 


up. In canvassing my district in 1844, I asserted 
that Mr. Clay favored a tax on tea and coffee, and 
that Mr. Polk opposed it. In substantiating my | 
poate 1 used to read from as h of President 
*olk’s, which I am sorry that I have not now with 
me. But, in its absence, [ will go back into Ten- 
nessee politics, and gather up a couple of crumbs 
which will be of service in this matter, as I find 


tea and coffee tax is one of those shadows, let us || At that time it was not Democratic to tax tea 
| see who have done their part towards getting it 


and coffee for three years and no longer. At that 
time, the embarrassments of the country were ey 
great. McLeod, to be sure, had been liberated; 
but all the other difficulties just mentioned existed, 
and the liabilities of the country had run up to 
$24,800,000; and our liabilities at the commence- 
ment of the present Congress, were but §24,400,- 
000. I submit the following comparative state- 
ment: 
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Statement of the debt toe er the Ist of July, || has been paid into the treasury of the United | compromise; that he was going to give to the free- 

__1842, and Ist January, 10M || States. I want to know what doctrine I shall ad- | labor States this small measure of justice, for the 

Ist of July, | 1st of January, || vocate before my people as the Democratic doctrine || sake of passing the bill. I believed he was honest 
1842. 1847. on this subject, if that of old General Jackson is to | in doing so, 





| Debt. 


















ee || be abandoned? Shall I tell them they must build Sir, | have made some sort of an estimate in 
we " Be el teres $317,935 53 134,008 72 || their own harbors?) Who here will tell his con- | relation to the position in which my own State 
‘Treasury notes of 1812 to , | stituents they must pull the snags out of the Mis- | would be placed by this tea and coffee tax, and I 
| 1015.05.00 pa dad ashe 4,317 44 4,317 44 || sissippi themselves? Why, tax what you raise— || sincerely believe if this tax is laid that Ilinois will 

‘ertificates of Mississippi ‘ . f p ay fi i 
Cn pP 4,320 09 4,320 09 |, ‘2X the commerce of the country—tax your corn, || pay more money for the support of the National 


| wheat, flour—tax everything you produce—do this || Government under the tariff of 1846 than she did 
| to make your own harbors; and then tax tea and || under the tariff of 1842. And I believe that my 
coffee besides! Why, whatisthere, Mr. Chairman, | own Congressional district would pay a greater 
| 


\Debts of the corporate ci- 
ties of the District of 
Columbia, assumed by 


ae ao peed sara 78 = ane ° || that we must not tax soon, if we go on at this rate? | tax. upon tea and coffee than any slave State in the 
oan of 1842, 6 percent... 8,343,886 03 | 8,343,886 03 || We must tax everything that comes In, to carry | Union. L honestly, sincerely believe ity and I 
\Loan of 1843, 5 percent...|.......s600+6.| 6,604,231 35 || on the Government; and everything that goes out, | never will consent that any such odious diserimi- 
|Loan of 1846, 6 per cent... | .....-....... :| 4,193,600 00 |) to improve our rivers and harbors. That is the | nation shall be made; never. And God knows 
Treasury notes.......... 9,077,006 05 | 3,784,080 97 | 


‘| Democratic doctrine, I am told. Sir, [never shall | my State is not in a situation to be taxed, justnow, 
| vote for a tax on tea and coffee, until our country || any higher by the General Government. 1 am, 
iit abiink ceil 320,000 00 | is placed in a worse crisis than it now is, or I be- | however, a taxation-man; one of those who for the 
a an || lieve it ever will be. I wonder if the chairman of |, last five years have held and urged that Illinois 
| §18,800,442 00 | _ $24,471,444 60 |) the Committee of Ways and Means [Mr. McKay] |, should immediately commence to pay every dollar 
We got along without taxing tea and coffee then, | is in his seat? Yes; I see he is. 1 would like to || of interest she owes. I believe and hold to it now; 
and I see no reason why we cannot do it now. | know how that gentleman came to move to strike || and I have risked all the popularity which for the 
Again, on the 25th of August, 1842, Senator |) out of the tariff bill reported by him at the last || last five years I have enjoyed, either asa speaker or 
Rives, a Whig from Virginia, introduced a propo- || session this proposition to tax tea and coffee? | || editor of the public press, upon it, Let our people 
sition to tax tea and coffee. Mr. Secretary Walker || find that section four of the bill, as reported, pro- | meet manfully every dollar of interest they owe. 
proposed, as a substitute, ‘‘a property tax for rev- || vides: | And while I advocate this proposition, I cannot 
enue of one per cent. ad valorem on all gold and |. “ Src. 4. ind be it further enacted, Thatifit shall happen, j; consent that this Government shall tax my poor 
silverware above one hundred dollars;’’? and Mr. || ee ee Santen, wae Oe renee Pe a people for their tea and coffee. 1 cannot consent 
Buchanan, and ten other prominent Democrats, |) duty of ten per centum ihanhaane ane te levied, collected, |, (© any such unjust discrimination upon free labor 
voted for it, but no Whig. Why not try some- \\ and paid on tea and coffee, to take effect after the first quar- | 48 compared with slave labor. 
thing of this kind now? It certainly would be } ter of the ensuing year; and it shall be the duty of the See- Now, sir, I want to ask the Clerk to read the 
popular. Wecan but try it; and if it fails, we can || es ee Gen nce ds bee Saienn | following from Mr. Walker’s report. When the 
resort to something else. ' || tion, and direct that the aforesaid duty be collected as above | gentleman from Alabama (Mr. Payne) spoke the 


Five per cent., fourth and 
| filth instalments of the 
| Mexican indemaity..... 
{ 











On the same day, Senator Allen, a Democrat \ provided.” | other day upon the report of the Secretary of the 


from Ohio, moved to strike tea and coffee from | Here is the fourth section of the tariff bill as | Treasury, he gave his own version of it. T step- 
Mr. Rives’s proposition. Secretaries Walker and || reported to this House at the last session. Our || Ped forward and asked that gentleman to allow 
Buchanan, with eleven other Democrats, voted for 
the motion. When the final vote upon Mr. Rives’s 
proposition was taken, Senator Buchanan voted 
against it, and it was lost. Mr. Walker was ab- 


j | ‘ 
| country then was in a war: we did not know how |) twelve lines from that report to be read, and he 
it would terminate. It was long after the Mexican | refused it; and it is not the only time that the gag 

} 

| 

j 

| 

| 


war was commenced and was in prosecution; and | has been applied to members from the free States 
| yet the chairman of the Committee of Ways and | &t the present session. Since I have been a mem- 
sent: had he been present, he would, of course, || Means came forward in this House, and had || ber on this floor, | never knew a gentleman here 
have voted with Mr. Buchanan. | stricken out of that bill this tax on tea and coffee. || to rise in his place and ask leave to introduce a bill 
_ No person can deny that the Democrats came || What was it done for? Was it done to catch the || 8"d that it be read twice, that that favor was de- 
into power with professions againsta tea and coffee || men who are in favor of freé tea and free coffee? || nied, until the honorable gentleman, from New 
tax; and it is equally undeniable that to the Demo- |! Was it done to pass the bill—and then try the | tomers Kine] rose and asked his bill to be 
cratic party is entitled the credit of keeping those || same game, which was played upon us after we had | read nd referredg And now, no man known to 
articles free ever since the year 1832. Sir, this || let Texas in, by selling out half of Oregon? Was | be in favor of th®gentleman’s proposition can get 
good old Democratic policy of keeping the foreign || it to give us to understand, Your tea and coffee | any chance to have it introduced and printed ; as 
necessaries of life down as low as you can, has || shall be free; and after your tariff bill is secured, || W@8 proved yesterday by the attempt of the gen- 
gained our party a great many votes; and both || then to turn round upon us and tax tea and coffee? tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Witmor] to in- 
policy and justice require that we should not turn || [do not know how the gentleman explains it. But || ttoduce his amendment, and have it printed: whick 
our backs upon it. ‘Had Mr. Clay been for free || if he did it honestly and sincerely, how can he || Courtesy was refused him. And the gentleman 
tea and free coffee and Mr. Polk against it, who || complain of me for doing, this session, what he | from Alabama pursued the same course towards 
doubts but the election of 1844 would have differ- || himself did last session? Iam a young man; I |, me when the report of the poy of the Treas- 
ently resulted ? cannot see, perhaps, quite as far as many who have || UTY Was being quoted by him, and I asked to have 

Instead of finding fault with me, an humble mem- || more age and more experience; and if I keep with- || twelve lines read from the same document, which 
ber of the Democratic party, the advocates of this || in one year of my leaders, I think I do very well he refused. ; 
tea and coffee tax should lecture the President and || in these times of political changes. If the chair- Mr. W. then sent up to the Clerk, by whom it 
Secretary Walker themselves. They advocated | man of the Committee of Ways and Means was || Was read, the following extract of the report of the 

| 





ti 
; 
ti 
|} 
| 


the doctrine before I did, and abler than I ever can. || for free tea and free coffee at the last session, when | Secretary of the Treasury, at the commencement 
They are the ones, if any, who are liable, in the || there was a war, he must excuse us for being for |, of the present session: 


. ° : : g : 1 is 
language of the gentleman from Indiana, to this || it now, until he gives us a reason for changing, || “This duty, however, would be rendered nugatory, in 
» } 


charge i i se : part, for several years, unless it were imposed during a very 
ge oF getting Recetas cons Srigineat tates founded upon events that have occurred since the early period of the session, and to go into effect at a time 


: : cet last session, when he himself moved to make it |) pot later, if possible, than the Ist of January next. Between 
to the boys, with his homilies. free. When the chairman of the Committee of || that date and some time early in Ge ering large importa- 

Afier the foregoing expressions, I might, per- || Ways and Means struck it out, I stood up for it, || tons of tea, and, to some extent, of coffee, are brought into 
haps, forbear making an announcement of my sur- || as I stand now. I told my people that tea and || Me country, and ought to be subjected sn the duty, in order 


; : : t that revenue should be raised from such imports. If this is 
prise that Secretar alker should ever propose a || coffee were free under this bill; that we had re- not done, and the duty is to go into operation at a much later 
tax on tea and coffee. Sir, I was — when || duced the duty on sugar and salt, and kept tea and | period, the tax will operate as an enhanced price to the con- 
I found that, after all my professions for 54° 40’— 


i | coffee free; that the poor man was better provided | “mer, without producing a correspondent revenue.” 
after all my praises of the President’s Inaugural— 


selves. Let him go to the schoolmaster, and not | 





a for in this bill than he was under the tariff of 1842. | Now, the Secretary of the Treasury sends in a 
I was a forty-nine man—that I had got to be a forty- || But, lo! scarcely had my voice died away on the || document here for our guidance in relation to the 
nine man, or be read out of the party. I wasalso || ears of my constituents, before, under my own |, finances. From the extract which I have read, it 
much surprised to find that all the harbors which || frank, I am compelled to gend them this report of | would appear that Mr. Walker does not want this 
General Jackson had begun upon the upper lakes || the Secretary of the Treasury recommending a tax | tax, unless laid by the first of January. On the 
had got to be unconstitutional; and that the works || upon tea and coffee! The President does not di- |, second of January, the day after, when he said it 
upon them were to be stopped; and that no more || rectly recommend this tax; yet southern men say | would be useless, I then rose and introduced my 


snags could be pulled out of the Mississippi river. || he is in favor of it. Shall an humble Representative | resolution, that it was imexpedient to tax tea and cof- 
All this was surprising enough. But my surprise || on this floor be censured for not advocating what | fee. Sir, 1 must have better leaders, or I can’t fol- 
was beyond all bounds when I plainly saw that || the highest officer in the General Government dare || lowthem. I havenever bolted a regular Democratic 
efforts would be made, under the penalty of being || not take the responsibility to recommend? Sir, nomination, from President down to constable. I 
called ‘little better than a Whig,” to bring all || every one knows the-scene that took place on this | always do the best I can to keep up; but I am off 
the Democratic party into the support of this tax. || floor in relation to salt: rather than lose the tariff || the track somewhere now. : 

Mr. Chairman, can you tell me what comes next? || bill, our Democratic friends gave way; but if we | Now, I find Mr. Walker says, “after making 
Hereafter when our file leaders are to make a sud- are to tax tea and coffee, may we not soon beasked || full allowance for this decreased consumption,” 





den tack, I wish they would let us all know it in || to increase the duty upon salt? We never dreamed, | &e. Out of whom is this “decreased —- 
Season, so that we can be on the ground in time. when we allowed salt to be taxed, that before the | 

_ Inrelation to our harbors and rivers, the Admin- 
istration, since the last session of Congress ad- 
Journed, have sold out all our machinery, all our 
chains, all our materials for improving harbors. 
Our oak timber, our stone, &c., &c., are all gone; 
sold out at one-fifth what they cost, and the money 


tion’? to come? Out of the blacks of the South? 


oO: 


ear was gone, it would be attempted—and that out of the free laborers of the North. Now, here 
y our Democratic friends, too—to tax tea and || a measure is introduced to deprive a portion of my 
coffee. And when the chairman of the Committee || constituents of their tea and coffee; for Mr. Walker 
of Ways and Means rose in his place, and of his || himself acknowledges that there would be a ‘‘de- 
own accord moved to strike out this tea and coffee || creased consumption”? of these articles if the daty 
tax from the bill, | supposed ther it was a mutual | is laid as he proposes. I don’t want any ‘ de- 
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creased consumption” of tea and coffee among the 
people of my district. 
spare it, It is better that the rich should go with- 
out their wines and brandies, or, what 1s more 
probable, it is better that they should vay a higher 
price for them, than that this state of things should 
exist. 


and early in the spring, “‘ the tax would operate as an 
enhanced price to the consumer, without producing 
a correspondent revenue.”’ But this is no reason 
with tea speculators, who feel as much interest in 
a tax on tea and coffee as the manufacturers of the 
East did last summer in the defeat of the new tariff 
bill. L am told there are a large number of tea- 
dealers in this city urging, strenuously urging, that 
we should tax tea and coffee! Why? ‘They have 


got their stores full of the articles, as they have | 
come in free of duty; and the moment you levy | 


this tax upon them, you give the whole amount of 


the tax as a profit to them, to be paid by the labor- | 


ing man. Sir, | was opposed to the Whig manu- 
facturers making money in that way; and | am 
also opposed to the importers of tea and coffee thus 
plundering the people. 1 will submit to nothing of 
the kind. 2 

Sir, what is the present condition of this coun- 
try? Is our credit reduced? Can our joan not be 
negotiated at par? And if it cannot, is there no 
other way to restore the credit of this nation, than 
by resorting to a duty upon old maids and old 
women? Are tlie wealth, the energies, the bone 
and sinew and muscle of the country, all gone? 


keeps up her finances from the rings, pins, and 
other jewelry and plate, which Santa Ana begs as 
a war pittance from the ladies of that country? Are 
we reduced to that pass, that we are to go to the 
houses of the widows and orphans, and say, Can’t 
you, from the earnings of your needles and hands, 
throw in a few cents to aid, by a tax on tea and 
coffee, to carry on the Government? Why, Mr. 
Chairman, if it has come to this, how thankful I 
am we have settled the Oregon question! My con- 
science! what a time, if we had had a fight with 
Great Britain! If we cannot live under ——- 


out being driven to these strays, what would we 


have done if we had got into™a fight with John | 


Bull? Although I did complain that this treaty on 
49° was entered into, and that what the President 
and his Secretary of State had declared, and what 
we believed, to be our “clear and unquestionable” 
right, was compromitted away; still, if we are to 
be brought down to the last article of taxation—tea 


and coffee, | will never more complain of that treaty | 


being made; although it did look like taking a little 
advantage of us in getting the whole of Texas in 
first! They struck out the tea and coffee tax from 
the tariff bill—they got that through; they are go- 
ing to try to put it on now: another measure just 
like the Texas and Oregon concern! a part and 
parcel of the same system of legerdemain! a game 
of plunder of the North ! 

Now, I suppose there is no necessity for my 
going on to say anything about the justice of this 
tea and coffee tax, or the principle of it; but I will 
support no measure of taxation that grinds the 


poor laborer on the canal, the mechanic, the farmer | 


of my district, and brings him up to pay the same 


or a greater degree of taxation than the rich man | 


pays. Whilst the poor are called upon to pour 
out, and are pouring out freely, their blood in de- 
fence of their country, I demand that the rich 
should pay out of their purses. The poor are not 
to fight the battles and pay the taxes too. John 
Jacob Astor would pay perhaps fifty cents tea tax; 
and I suppose I have constituents who are not 
worth a single dollar, who out of the earnings of 
their hands would pay move than John Jacob As- 
tor! 
profess to be democratic in principle and in heart; 
and i will not vote to tax the poor as much as the 
rich. I go for equalizing the taxes for the support 
of the Government as near as may be upon the 

ople in proportion to their ability to pay. That 
is the real demgeracy—the old-fashioned democ- 
racy. I go the whole hog, or none, upon all oc- 
casions, in carrying out the principles of the de- 
mocratic creed, I care not who bids me to the 


There are very few able to | 


Between the first of January ,(Mr.Walker says,) | 


It don’t look like—it ain’t democratic. I | 


contrary. Free tea and free coffee—yes, and free | 


territory; that’s written on my banner. Now, 
gentlemen may refer to their constituents, and 
yretend to a great deal of indignation, and ask, 


THE CONGRESSIONA 


| our Congressional district who has not patriotism 


enough to pay a tea and coffee tax for the support 


of the Government in a war? 
people have patriotism enough, and are willing to 
pay any amount of tax in support of a war, and | 
so they have been found, and ever will be. But | 
while the poor man pays in his own blood, do you | 
think it right that he should pay more in money 

than John Jacob Astor? That is the question; and | 
if any individual here calculates to be a candi- | 


date for reélection, and goes before his people with || 


that kind of demagoguism for the purpose of sup- 
porting this tax, let his opponent take the other | 
view of the subject, and ask the people if they are 
willing to sustain any principle of taxation which 
throws the burden from the rich and places 1t upon 
the poor. ‘This very issue brought our forefathers 
to the field, and their sons are unworthy the rich | 
legacy they left them if they do not resist it. Sir, 
| have eight dollars a day here, and | have men in 
my district who do not earn eight dollars a month, | 
and yet my portion of this tea and coffee tax, I 
venture to say, would not be so high as theirs. 
Gentlemen should remember that the consumer 
not only has to pay this tax, but he also has to 
pay an immense amount of merchants’ profits 
thereon, from the time it comes from the custom- 


L GLOBE. 


I do believe all our | 





/ ure as they could; and [ saw three men, after the 

| had gone through, go and change their votes to the 
other side. ) 

_ through the tellers, in order to bring us to the yeus 

| and nays in the House; and it was as much as we 


house to the time it reaches the last retail store in |) 


the distant parts of the country. And ali these indi- 
viduals around the galleries and lobbies of this 
House, who are electioneering to have us tax tea 
and coffee, calculate to make their hundreds of 


|, thousands by it off the poor people! And they are | 
Are we reduced to as low a state as Mexico, who | 


going to read me out of the Democratic party for 
adhering to the old and uniform principle of our 
party! Sir, bring on the guillotine, and this little 
District of Columbia could not contain the heads 
of the millions of free white laborers which would 
be taken off. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I contend that this tax on 
tea and coffee would be a sectional tax—entirely | 
so. I find there are but forty-eight votes recorded 


in favor of it, on the resolution which I offered; 


‘seven voted against the improvement of the 


Tf you ask who it is, 


Vhy, do you pretend that we have a man in !! 


and only nine were from the free States. 
them voted for Mr. Burt’s Oregon amendment; 


northern harbors. 

I believe you will find all who are against the 
Wilmot proviso, when brought to the test, to be | 
in favor of taxing tea and coffee. I wish to keep 
these things together, tocompare them. The poor 
white man’s friend will always oppose slavery, 
because no freeman can ever afford to work at so 
low wages asa slave. Now, every man from the | 
slave States, with a very few exceptions, voted in | 
favor of atea and coffee tax; eight only voted 
against it; and all, I believe, from regions where 
free labor is predominant: and one of these is 
known to this House as a gentleman sympathizing 
with the laboring and mechanical interest to the 
full extent, if not more than any other member 
here. 
uents, and they were particularly pleased with it. | 

| call your mind to a little | 
scene which took place on this floor at the last ses- | 
sion of Congress. When a graduate of West | 
Point undertook to throw some aspersions upon 
the laboring men, who was it that stood up so ably 
and breasted the storm of aristocracy, and defended 
the rights of the poor man, the laborer, and the | 
mechanic? Who was it that made eve 
can bosom beat with joy, when he showed the com- 


plete triumph of the self-made man over the pro- || 


tégé of the General Government? [ find that man, | 
as | expected to find him, against taxing tea and | 
coffee. I might go on still further; but gentlemen 
might say I was guilty of flattery. I will call 
your attention, however, to two prominent mem- 
bers of this House, from Virginia, who went | 
against this tax. They live in the mountain re- | 
gions, where competence is wealth, and almost | 
every man has to perform his own labor. | 
Sir, we have a southern President, a southern | 


| Secretary of the Treasury, and a southern chair- 


man of the Committee of Ways and Means; and 
+B 


we have a southern “ Organ.’’ Not one of these | 
great interests is represented a an individual | 
from the free States—not one. hy, take up the 
“Union,” and day after day you find a lecture, a 
long homily upon this subject, which reminds me 
very much of an old song, entitled “‘ the Washing 
Day,”’ which runs thus: 
“It’s thump, thump—seold, scold— 
Fret, fret away ; 


republi- | 


| tration, and are applauded by the ‘* Organ;” and 


| respectability in this country ought not to send 
Four of | 
| importers of the city of New 
| tax, or thinking, from the advice of the Union, 

_ they foresee it, raise the price of their tea, 


abuse them, as I want them for a very good use 
, when this “‘ three million bill’? comes up. 


Sir, I sent his speech home to my constit- | 


i 


| 
| 


| 





A : 
Feb. 2, 
Not a bit of comfort yet a 

Upon a washing day.” [Laughter.} 

Just so about this tax ou tea and coffee. |; i 
** scold,” ** scold,’’ all the time. And how man, 
votes do they suppose they have changed? W y 
what a scene did we exhibit the other day? 
gentleman from Maryland, a slave State, moved 
an amendment to the loan bill, to tax tea and cof. 
fee. He walks down in good faith with severa) 
other gentlemen in favor of that interest, and goes 
through the tellers. Some of the more prudent 
managers of this tax party say, “It won't do- 
don’t go through the tellers, and enable the Whigs’ 
with your aid, to get a majority, so as to carry this 
amendment into the House, and there get a yote 
by yeas and nays, and thus again expose the weak. 
ness of the Administration on this measure,” 
They hindered as many of the friends of the meas. 


hy, 


The whole Whig party then went 


all could do to save the Democratic tax party again 
from defeat in this House. We licked them by 
four votes; it was one of the best things we have 
managed this session. [A laugh.] I take no 
psoaten in exposing the extreme weakness of my 

rethren opposed to me in this matter. Now, to 
show the tactics, or the tick-tacs, of our ‘ Organ,” 
let us see what it said about it. After the whole 
Whig party had gone through the tellers, in order 
to get us recorded on the yeas and nays, out comes 
** Father Ritchie,” and says: 


* The country will, we doubt not, be glad to learn that in 
the votes on the loan bill, the majority by whieh the war tax 
on tea and eoffee was lost was only four votes. This gives 
good ground to hope that the measure may yet prevail.” 


Thus the Whigs aimed a blow at the Adminis- 


that blow is sent forth to the world as public sen- 
timent in this House. A man of Mr. Ritchie’s 
Wh 


forth such a document. not? Becanse the 


ork, foreseeing this 


Ever 
wholesale and every retail dealer, and every epuier 
merchant, will raise the price of his tea and cof- 
fee, and say a heavy duty is laid upon it, or it will 
be, for, from the Union, [a laugh,] which I take, | 
see it was lost by only four votes, and it will be 
probably carried before my next paper reaches 
me. 

Speaking of these Whigs, I do not wish to 


I want 
to make use of their aid to draw our northern 
Democrats [a laugh] up to the yeas and nays on 
the Wilmot proviso. I hope their motto on that 
day will be, ** No dodging;”’ I hope they will give 
us the South and North; I hope, too, that the 
southern chivalry, despising anything like this art- 
ful system of dodging, will also come up and carry 
the yeas and nays, and drive our northern Demo- 
crats to the record on the Wilmot proviso. Let 
us see who are the northern men wishing slaves 
imported into a country now free. 

Mr. JONES, of Georgia, here interposed, and 
inquired if the gentleman himself voted on the 
yeas and nays on the tariff bill of 1846. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, (in reply.) Most men 
in this House know that I was called away from 
this House by the sickness of a child, (all I had,) 
which resulted in his death; and there is no gen- 
tleman, I presume, but will consider this a suffi- 
cient apology for my absence. But I was here 
on the final passage of the tariff bill, and my vote 
will speak for itself. I was assailed for that vote by 
the Whigs in my district; 1 went before my con- 
stituents; | was reélected by double my previous 
majority. My course was fully sustained, and I 
should take the same again. I doubt whether there 
is a single member of this House that is recorded 
so often on the yeas and naysasI am. On that 
point I challenge an examination of the journal. I, 
sir, never dodge. 

Now, I have taken up several New England pa- 
pers, and they say, the reason why WentwortH 
introduced that tea and coffee resolution was be- 
cause he was mad about the President’s veto of the 
harbor and river bill of the lastsession. I w 
if the New Hampshire Democrats are mad on that 
point! I wonder if the Maine Democrats, or the 
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gentleman from Vermont, of the Democratic party, | tration on the famous Wilmot proviso read me out | 
are influenced by these reasons to go against this || of the party, and those who voted against the lieu- 
tax on tea and coffee! Every one knows that so far | tenant general, [a laughs) and then those who voted 
as am concerned, and so far as most of us are | for volunteers when the Administration was in 
concerned, before our constituents, our views are || favor of regulars; and then those who went against 
more distincly known upon this subject of free tea | the land-graduation bill, and against the veto of 
and free coffee than upon the improvement of har- | the harbor and river bill, read me out of the party. | 
bors and rivers. Why, there never was a Whig | And if there is a single individual Democrat in this | 
in my district that ever pretended to charge me || House without spot or blemish, if there is such an 
with being in favor of a tax on tea and coffee. || anomaly, in these days of legislative independence, | 
They have charged me frequently with not doing | let him stand up in his place and say, You go out: 
enough for the improvement of harbors and rivers, | and I don’t know but I would promise to go. But | 
but they have never charged, or dreamed of char- | he is the only man that could undertake to censure | 

ing, me with favoring a tax on tea and coffee; and || me; and he is the one who may. I know my | 
yet, because I will not turn round at a whistle, || friend from Indiana here [Mr. Wick] would not | 
and abandon the sentiments of my whole life, and || attempt it, although he acknowledged the other 
go for a tax on tea and coffee, they say I am mad || day that he was trying as hard as he could to fol- 
because the President vetoed the river and harbor || low in the footsteps of the Administration. _ 
bill! If there ever was a false charge in the world || Mr. WICK, interposing, said his expressions 
that is one. | the other day had been misinterpreted. 

And notonly so, but when they make the charge, | Mr. WENTWORTH said he was glad to hear 

they know they’ tell a falsehood, and know that |, It. 
Mr. Polk came in as President of the United States 
in favor of free tea and coffee; and yet they say 
we of the North and Northwest are mad, because | 
the President vetoed our river and harbor bill, and 
vote against taxing tea and coffee on that ground. | 
Was our chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means mad about the veto, when he moved 


have occasionally got out of the traces of what men 


sions of a desire, in this matter, to follow the Ad- 
ministration, for I look upon this House as a 


Executive himself. I take an oath at your desk to 
to strike it from the tariff bill? Ifone Democrat || support the Constitution to the best of my ability. 
in this country is more conspicuous than another || [ am sent here to represent my constituents. If 
in favor of free tea and free coffee, that man is ;|| my constituents want me to go for the extension 
Levi Woodbury, of New Hampshire. Was he | of the Cumberland road, I go for it—the President 
mad, because the President vetoed the river and || to the contrary notwithstanding. If they want 
harbor bill? Was he mad years before the propo- | 
sition came up? And yet these men are holding 

up the friendship to the improvement of harbors 

as a reason for voting against this tax on tea and | 
coffee. By the way, General Jackson was always || when we believe them wrong, we can resign, and 
for our lake harbors, and for free tea and coffee || the people will elect others who can. 

besides. Why, it is the veriest humbug and false- |; A majority of this House is entitled to as much 
hood in the world. Sir, I don’t, like some men, || respect as the voice of the Senate, or the voice of 
because they can’t carry their points on one thing, | the Executive; and in so far as the matter is view- 
get mad at my party. Because I can’t carry one 

article in my creed, and I see it gone, I cling the | 
stronger to the other articles, lest they also, may || 


|| for its. And I do not care if they blame the House 


as much right to dictate, and say what the Demo- 


gon—yes, sir, lost a portion of Oregon, and now | 
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call here the party. I have made no extra profes- | 
| [A laugh, and a voice, Old children!’’} Yes ; 


branch of the Government, as independent as the | 


| for its independence. If we cannot resist them | 


cratic creed is, as a majority of the Senate, or the | mill 
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me wrong. Had he come out for 49° at first, we 
54° 40’ men would have no excuse. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I suppose that there are 
crises that would induce me to vote to tax tea and 
coffee. That would be the same state of things as 
now exists in Mexico, where the mothers and 
daughters throw their jewelry into the national 
treasury. That is the only crisis. 

I have thus, Mr. Chairman, “ defined my posi- 
tion.” No doubt there is an honest difference of 
opinion on this side of the House as to taxing tea 
and coffee; and that difference will be found to 
run upon Mason and Dixon’s line. That is the 
line of difference; you'll find itso. And if this 
Government can’t be carried on by the slave inter- 
est, as it now is, rather than see the Government 
entirely fail, [ beg them as a matter of patriotism 
to withdraw, and let some men from the free States 
take hold of the reins of Government, and see if 
we can’t possibly carry it on for a little while; and 
if that can’t be done, why, rather than see the credit 


| of the Government irretrievably lost, | might eon- 
But, (continued Mr. W.,) as I was saying, I | 


sent to see this burden placed upon what ought 
always to be considered the last resort of taxation, 
the beverage of the old women and old children. 


in some countries they call single ladies, very much 
advanced in years, * Old children !”’—{ Renewed 
laughter. 


‘|| Mr. W. was proceeding further, when he was 


arrested by the Chairman’s hammer. 


Mr. ANDREW JOHNSON next obtained the 


|| floor, and addressed the committee during his 

hour. 
harbors, I do the same. I do not blame the Presi- |, sition, and invoking the attention of the 
| dent for his executive independence, nor the Senate || while he proceeded to demonstrate it, that the 


He commenced by laying down the por » 
Louse 


|| Executive and the Secretary of the Treasury were 

both against laying a tax on tea and coffee, [a gen- 
| eral laugh.] He bappened to be one of those who 
|| were so unfortunate, or so fortunate, as the case 
'| might be, as to be opposed to this tax. He knew 
| we had some politicians of so enlarged and com- 
| prehensive views of national policy, that when an 


| ed in a party light, a majority of this House has || individual stops to discuss or consider a question 
| of such insignificance as the raising two and a half 


s by tax on tea and coffee, it looks to them 


ple whom we represent, that make the President. |, He was not so much opposed to this tax on ac- 


| 
| 
be taken away. Sir, if we lost a portion of Ore- | President himself; for it is this House, or the peo- || if not contemptife, at least very demagoguical. 
i| 
| 


have taken from us also the privilege of harbors || A majority of this House have declared against 
and rivers, I will never abandon this free tea and 


free coffee until that is taken away also by the 


| count of the amount which it would raise from the 
taxing tea and coffee—a majority of the Democratic || laboring classes, nor did he believe it would great- 
party in this House; and that must be the Demo- | 


ly affect the interests of those who would have it 


same surreptitious course; and when that is taken || cratic creed just as much as the voice of the Presi- |! to pay; yet there was a principle involved, to the 


away, even then I will not join the Whigs, but I || dent, who now goes the other way. And I shall 


| violation of which he could not give his assent, 


will still cling to what there ts left of the democrat- || stand up to it, despite all the efforts that may be || until the country was reduced to a much greater 


ic principles. Gentlemen call this a war tax. Pray, || 
how long is the war to last?) Have they read the 
Secretary’s report of February Ist? He there || on that account, I will be more liberal with him 
says: || than he is with us. He vetoes one of our bills, 

« Should either of these alternatives be adopted, it is re- | and he says, ‘* Pass it by two-thirds, and it shall 
spectfally suggested, that the credit of the Government be the law.”’? He sends a bill to us, and we say, 
would hest be maintained by pledging the new and additional || though opposed to it, ** If you can get a majority 


duties to the payment of the principal and interest of any | : ’ = 
loans already authorized by Congress during the present ses- || at all, it shall be a law.”’ So the Senate often 


— and to terminate when these loans shall be paid in | 
fuil.”? | 

Yes, sir, ‘‘to terminate when these loans shall be | 
paid in full.”? Now, our last loan is to run twenty 
years, and this tax is to run that length of time, 
and no longer, unless a longer loan is raised. Do | 
gentlemen ‘‘see anything green” in us that they | 
attempt this game? Why, it is intended as a per- 
manent tax, and it is of no use to deny it. This 
tax, as I have shown, was reported in the original 
bill, and was only struck out to be revived again 
when the bill should be passed. To have pressed 
it then would have lost us the bill. 

Now, sir, in reference to reading out of the party. | 
! have heard several gentlemen insinuate that m 


the constitutional privileges of each of the three 
branches of this Government, and not to get angry 
because they do not always agree. They were 
made to be checks upon each other. But may I 
not claim sometimes to have the mantle of charity 
thrown over me, if I, in exercising my constitu- 
tional rights, differ with this House, or with the 


of my people are involved? And I cail the atten- 
tion of this House, in justification for an occasional 
wandering, to the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. 
Wick,]} who did acknowledge that he got —_ 
once—who did acknewledge that on the river an 





democracy had got to be rather doubtful; and I || harbor bill he voted in the affirmative, against the | 


have seen several democratic papers that have in- || President; but when the President vetoed the bill, 
sinuted that I had gone nearly over to the Whigs. he took the back track. If he errs unintentionally, 
Now, I say, let him that is without spot or blemish || when striving so hard to keep straight, why may 
cast the first stone! Now, I want those who were || not others, who look only to the wants and inter- 
for 499, when the President was for 54° 40’, to || ests of their people at home? The only difference 
read me out of the party if they can. Then I || between the gentleman and myself, I suspect, is, 
want those who were for 54° 40’, when the Presi- || that I cannot turn so shorta corner. I try as hard 
dent was for 499, [a | ] to read me out of the || to start right as he dues. Tell me at any time 
Paes and then I want the whole Democracy of || what the voice of the Democratic party is, and 

ennsylvania, who voted against the new tariff, || what sound Democratic eo is, and that is 
[renewed laughter} to say a word about my being || what I rely upon and hold to. I take every pains 
read out of the party. ‘Let them look at home. || to start with the gentleman, but when I get upon 
Let those of the asaene who went against the || the road, if the President goes back I cannot go 
President on the French spoliation bill appeal to || back until I get convinced. I wish to keep right 
my votes to show that I am not in the Democratic || along; I can’t abandon or change my straightfor- 
party; and those who went against the Adminis- |! ward course. On Oregon, he it was who started 





vetoes his nominations and bills too; and we also | . 
veto Senate bills. Sir, I want men to remember | existing for opening new sources of revenue un- 


Senate, or with the President, where the interests | 


made to read me out of the party. Now about the |, strait than was at present the case. 
veto power. So far from being opposed to him | 


But he had said that he believed the President 
| of the United States and the Secretary of the 
| Treasury, were both against laying a tax on tea 
| and c@fee, and he proceeded to advert to facts to 
| prove it. He first referred to the reduced and 
|| waning state of the treasury when the Whig 
| Congress assembled in extra session in 1841, con- 
voked by General Harrison; to the necessity then 


| der the restrictions of the compromise act—one of 
| the most important ever Poet on the statute 
| book; and to the action of the House, which in 
| order not to interfere with the compromise, went 
| out into the free list, and, among other articles, 
|| selected tea and coffee on which to lay a tax. If 
| the occasion ever presented itself, or could present 
| itself, he said, when it was mae A proper to 

tax tea and coffee, it wes in 1841. ‘The bill passed 

the House with a tax on tea and coffee; it went to 
| the Senate, and that tax was there stricken out! By 

whom? By the Democratic party; so much were 
| they opposed at that time to laying a duty on tea 

and coliee. It was made a party measure; they rang 
| the party changes on it from one extreme of the 
| Union to the other, and especially and particularly 
|| in the section from which he came. ‘When that 
| measure was before the Senate, Mr. Walker, the 
| present Secretary of the Treasury, opposed the tax 
on tea and coffee, and in lieu thereof offered an 
amendment to the bill to lay a tax of twenty per cent. 
ad valorem on gold and silver ware, plate, &e. He 
(Mr. W.}] estimated that the value of these arti- 
cles was double the amount of the circulating me- 
dium in the cou , or about one hundred and 
sixty millions; the duty of twenty per cent. there- 
on, which he proposed, would bring thirty-two 


millions of revenue. This was his estimate and 


his at that time. 
Mr J. read at some length from Mr. Walker’s 
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speech on that occasion, with the view (as he said) 
of proving two things: first, that Mr. Walker was 
satisfied in his own mind that a sufficient amount 
of revenue could be raised from taxing gold and 
silver, and at the same time that he was utterly 
epposed to a tax on tea and coffee. If it was ex- 
pedient and proper to tax gold and silver plate in 
1841, was it not equally so now? And was not 
the principle equally just? 

He also referred to Mr. Benton’s position—who 
himeelf modestly said that his name had been con- 


nected with the heutenant-generalship, and whose || 


sclf-conceit and esteem were such as if there was a 
vacancy in the office of vicegerent of the universe, 
he would think’ himself qualified for it—and read 
from his speech also opposing the tax on tea and 


coffee, and proposing as a source of revenue a tax | 


on the bank circulation of the country. 

He reeurred to Mr. Walker, examining his re- 
port, as Secretary of the Treasury, at the present 
session, in which he held that this tax on tea and 
coffee, if laid after the Ist of January of this year, 
would be useless—noticing other parts of said re- 
port, and arguing therefrom, when taken in con- 
nexion with Mr. Walker’s position in 184], his 
hostility to taxing tea and coffee. 

He wished to exonerate the Democratic party 
from the charge of favoring a tax on these articles. 
In his State they were opposed to it. They had 
passed resolutions ta the Legislature and in pri- 
mary meetings in ‘Tennessee, condemning it, and 
condemning the Whig party for their support of it 
in 1841. In fact, in his State both parties were 
opposed to it; and he knew that the people of his 
State would be astounded at the charge that this 
tax was now brought seriously before the country 
as a Democratic measure, 

Mr. J. believed the President himself was op- 
posed to it, and referred to his message itself at the 
commencement of the present session in proof; in 
which, speaking of the imposition of a duty on 
certain articles on the free list, he says, ‘* If Con- 
gress do it,” (or words to that effect.) Mr. J. trust- 
ed and hoped that Congress would not do it; he did 
not believe, that the exigencies of the country re- 
quired it. But on this point he more parigggly 
relied upon a speech of Mr. @plk, delive at 
Nashville, October, 1841, in which he took decided 
ground against taxing tea and coffee, branding it 
as a federal measure. 

in further exhibiting the position of the Demo- 
cratic party on this question, he rererred to the op- 
position to this duty of Mr, A. V. Brown, the pres- 
snt Executive of Tennessee, the friend, adviser, 
and counsellor of the President, when in Congress 
in 1841; and to the speeches and votes on the same 
side of the question, and at the same time, of 


Messrs. Buchanan, Walker, Clifford, and John- | 


son, four members of the present Cabinet’ The 
gentleman from Alabama also, [Mr. Payne,] who 
was so rampant the other day in favor of taxing 
tea and coffee, and whose contortions were so vio- 
lent as to threaten injury to himself, if not to gen- 
tlemen around him, also voted against this tax in 
1841. 


He characterized the vote of the small band of || 


forty-seven, who voted in favor of this proposition 
the other day, as the first indication of the forma- 
tion of a new party—the tea and coffee tax party. 


But it was said, in this time of war, if you would | 


not tax tea and coffee, you go against supplies. 
Was notsuch a charge ridiculous, even if. the 
time had not passed by when the Secretary of the 
Treasury said it would do any good? What was 
the amount which it was calculated would be 
raised by it? Why, two millions and a half! And 


we had already authorized the borrowing of twen- | 
It was ridiculous; it was char- | 


ty-eight millions. 
latanism to put forth the pretext that this mighty 
Government would be brought to a stand because 
we would not tax those articles of prime necessity, 
tea and coffee, which, according to their own esti- 
mates, would not raise more than two millions and 
a half of dollars. 

Being unwilling, then, to tax tea and coffee, and 
considering it settled that this tax would not be 
levied, Mr. J. proceeded affirmatively to indicate 
what he would do. He would vote for as many 
men as were necessary to prosecute the war, and 
for the appropriation of every dollar of expense 
ineurred; and he would go for taxation for supply, 
and for retrenchment in expenses in those depart- 
ments of the Government where it could be made. 


He referred to, and reaffirmed the positions taken 


| his plan of revenue, by taxing gold and silverware, 
_ pleasure carriages, gold and silver watches, bank- 
ing capital and circulation, retrenching in the ex- 
aero of the civil list, repealing the act estab- 
| lishing the Smithsonian Institution, &c. ; estimating 
| the probable amounts to be derived from these 
| several sources, and maintaining that an excess 
would result therefrom and still remain in the treas- 
ury, after paying off the national debt, and meet- 
ing current expenses, 
These means he would adopt, and all rational 
_ and necessary means, to uphold the credit of the 
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| by him last session, and went into an exposé of | 


| 
' 


} 


| Government, and amply sustain it in its present | 


| exigencies, 

Mr. WICK then obtained the floor, and pro- 
ceeded to reply to the remarks of Messrs. Went- 
wortH and Deano; but mainly of the former 
gentleman. 

After drawing a broad distinction between prin- 
ciples of Democracy, which were unchangeable, 
and measures adopted as expedient by the Demo- 
cratic party, which might vary with circumstan- 
ces, he went on to say that it was news to him 
that any were attempted to be read out of the Dem- 
| ocratic party. 

men, if they persisted in their course, might, very 
| possibly, in time, read themselves out. As yet, 


he held his friend from Hlinois just a leetle better || 


than a Whig. 
As to the speeches he had quoted to show that 
leading Democrats had once opposed a tax on tea 
| and coffee, there was nothing new in that. The 
| gentleman admitted his own constituency were 
stupid; but did he think the House were to be 
humbugged by such references as these? Since 
the time these speeches were made, the circum- 
stances of the country had changed. 
Mr. W. had no fears at home on this subject. 
And where he found ultraisms, not founded in 


principle, existing in the district of any member | 


| of Congress, he always suspected them to have 
_ been cherished, if not created, by himself. Noth- 
| ing was easier than to get up opposition to taxa- 
| tion among the most honest people in the world. 
These deceptions might last for a time; but at last 


the people would understand the demagogue; his | 


| ultraisms would fall, and he with them; and when 
_ he fell, he fell, like Lucifer, never to rise again. 
Mr. W. contended that, so far as his own dis- 
trict was concerned, Whigs and Democrats (with 
| a few exceptions in the ranks of the former) dif- 
' fered from the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. De.ano] 
| in these respects—that they thought the war a just 
and necessary war, and were ready to sustain the 
_ needful taxes and expenditures which might be 
| requisite to bring it to a successful issue. 
As to the objection that a tax on tea and coffee 
| worked unequally on North and South, so would 
all direct taxation. It must do so, because north- 
ern laborers consumed so much more of taxable 
articles than slaves did. All taxation must at last 
be drawn from labor, for none but laborers were 
4 producers. 

Mr. W. replied to the charge in regard to his 
vote on the veto of the river and harbor bill, de- 
| fending his own course in sustaining the President, 
_and denying that there had been any of the dodgin 

which had been charged. The fact that he had ual 
for the bill in the first instance, was to be attributed 
to a mere oversight on his part; since, if he had un- 


have received his vote. 

1 Mr. WENTWORTH asked if the bill had not 
been discussed day after day in committee, and 

whether the yeas and nays had not been called on 

it in the House several times? 

Mr. WICK admitted it all; but still he had not 
| then examined the bill. 
| priations for harbors where God had made none, 
| and man could not. 
Mr. WENTWORTH asked him to specify. 
| Mr. WICK referred to Little Fort, on Lake 
| Michigan. 
_. Mr. WENTWORTH said the gentleman had 
been grossly misinformed. 
| Mr. WICK said he stood corrected, and pro- 
| ceeded— 

Where piers were es there was no objection 

to appropriations for their completion. The ap- 
|| propriations for rivers had been in language too 
_ general and comprehensive. If it had been more 
| explicit, so as to guard against the violation of State 
“ rights, there might have been less objection to it. 





| its adoption. 


He had heard that some gentle- | 
4 recipe, which began, “ first catch your fish.” 





As to the alleged distinction between the Nort) 

| and South on the tax of tea and coffee, his people 
knew of no such distinctions; and a man that 
would cothe there to talk about them would 

meet the same reception as a lecturer on aboli- 

/tion. With the settlement of the Oregon question 

| they were very well content, and heartily glad the 
difficulty was over. 

Mr. W. denied that the Missouri compromise 
| had any legal application to new territory now to 
| be nivel. As a matter of right, it was indefen. 

sible, though many might deem it expedient. 

Mr. W. defended his own rider to the Wilmot 
proviso, on the ground that he had offered it pur. 
posely to make that measure odious and prevent 
His constituents looked on that 
proviso as a peace-breaker—a truce-breaker; and, 
not understanding how a man might be kicked into 
a measure by those at home, they scarce did justice 
to those who introduced it. He denounced it asa 


|| wedge to break in pieces the Democratic party. 


Mr. W. denounced Mr. Wentwortn as taking 
| a delight in bringing the party into tribulation. [t 
| was a base bird that fouled its own nest. 

| As to legislating about territory before we got 
| it, he recommended gentlemen to Mrs. Glass’s 


Among other topics, Mr. W. noticed what Mr, 
Wentworth had said about following him through 
_ his district and seeing how his people liked a tax 


on their tea and coffee, in preference to a tax on 


derstood what its provisions were, it never should | 


| the rich man’s plate, watches, &c. But after the 


‘|| gentleman had followed him, and recommended 


his tax on gold and silver ware, &c., Mr. W. 
_ would come, in turn, after him, and tell them that 
| this was to be a direct tax, and that Federal tax- 
gatherers were to come and poke their noses into 
their cabins, inventory their little property, and 
_ put them to their book oath as to what they owned; 
and then the gentleman would be blown sky-high, 
and never seen or heard of again. 
| Mr. W. argued that a tax might be very proper 
| and necessary in war, which was not so in peace. 
| To lay it in time of peace might be Federal, and 
| in time of war, Democratic; and so with loans and 
| regiments of regulars. 
In matters where principle was not concerned, a 
|| party must have some rallying point; and he con- 
|| tended that Executive recommendations were that 
| point, in preference to the notions of any private 
‘| member of the party. When he could not follow 
| these, he should resign, and his people would send 
|| some one who could or would. 
|| Mr. W. had no doubt the tax on tea and coffee 
| would fail; and it would be by the dissension of the 
|| Democrats, throwing the balance of power into the 
|| hands of the Whigs, who were only following their 
|| vocation, having a carte blanche to do anything that 
|, would unhorse the Democratic Administration. 
|| Mr. W. having concluded, the chairman gave 
|| the floor to Mr. SrveRrance. 
|| The committee then rose and reported its action 
|| on the Military Academy bill, and progress on the 
|, Civil and Diplomatic Bill. 
| The Military Academy bill was ordered to be 
| engrossed for a third reading, and was read a third 
| time, and passed. 
| And the House adjourned. 
| 
' 


| 
} 
| 
| 





| IN SENATE. 

Wenpnespayr, February 3, 1847. 

'| ‘The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, presented the 

} credentials of the Hon. Prerre Sous, (Democrat,) 

| Legislature of the State of Louisiana for the un- 


| elected a Senator of the United States by the 


The bill contained appro- 1 em term of the Hon. ALExanpEeR Barrow, 
ecea 


The credentials having been read, Mr. Souter 
was qualified, and took his seat. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, in answer to a resolution of the 
Senate, requesting him to inform the Senate wheth- 
er any funds of the Government, and if any, what 
amount, have been remitted from the Atlantic States 
to New Orleans, or to the disbursing officers of the 
American army in Mexico, since the Ist of Sep- 
tember last; and, if remitted, in what funds remit- 
ted—whether in gold and silver coin, treasury 
notes, bank notes, or bank checks; and if in whole 
or in part remitted in gold and silver, what has 
been the expense to the Government of each of 
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such remittances? Which was laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. et x 

Mr. DIX presented the petition of citizens of 
Cayuga county, New York, praying that the Ton- 
awanda band of Seneca Indians may be exempted 
frem the operation of the treaty of 1842 with the 
Seneca Indians; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs. _ . 

Also, the petition of citizens of Alabama, in Gen- 


esee county, New York, upon. the same subject; || 


which was referred to the same committee. 

Also, a petition of citizens of the city of New 
York, praying the reéstablishment ofa branch post 
office in Chatham Square, in that city; which was | 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and | 
Post Roads. 

Mr. CHALMERS presented the petition of | 
Martin Renehan, doorkeeper at the Executive man- 





sion, praying to be allowed by law the same com- | 


»nsation as is paid to others discharging similar 
duties in the Executive departments of the Govern- 
ment; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 


| 

Mr. MILLER, from the Committee on the Dis- | 
trict of Columbia, to which had been referred the 
bill from the House for the relief of the assignees 
of the late Bank of Alexandria, reported the same 
without amendment. 


On motion of Mr. NILES, the prior orders were 
postponed, and the Senate proceeded to tha con- | 
sideration of the following resolution; which was 
adopted: | 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be | 
authorized to procure for the use of the Senate, 
five hundred copies of a map of Mexico, published 
by Mr. Disturnel, provided they can be obtained 
at a cost not exceeding one dollar per copy. 


On motion of Mr. YULEE, the Senate proceed- 








| 





ed to the consideration of the resolution heretofore | 


offered by him, authorizing the compilation of the 
map of Florida, from the surveys of the Topo- 
graphical corps, &c. The motion having been 
agreed to— 

Mr. HUNTINGTON wished some information 
as to the probable expense of this compilation. 
Perhaps it would be as well to include all the States 
atonce. Why was Florida to be favored only? 

Mr. YULEE. The cost will be about $400. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON. Then I move to amend, 
so as to limit the expense to $400. 

Mr. YULEE. I said about $400. If the hon- 

orable Senator desires a limitation, perhaps he will 
be willing to say $500. 
_ Mr. HUNTINGTON. Very well. I will make 
it $500. 
he resolution was modified accordingly, and 
then agreed to. 


The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. 
Bacsy, to change the hour of meeting of the Sen- 
ate to eleven o’clock, a. m., was taken up for con- 
sideration, and the question being put upon agree- 
ing thereto, it was decided in the negative. 


Mr. SPEIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported a bill to exempt certain articles imported 
by literary institutions from the payment of duty; 
which was read a first time. 


The report of the Committee on Printing, de- 
claring that the memorials from the Society of 
Friends ought not to be printed, came up for con- 
sideration. 

Mr. SIMMONS expressed his regret that the 
Committee should have thought fit to refuse the 

rinting of memorials couched in such respectful 
anguage, and coming from so respectable a source 
as the Society of Friends. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, hoped the report 
of the committee would not be adopted. It had 
been customary, he believed, to print these memo- 
rials, and he did not see why it should now be de- 
parted from. He wished one of the memorials 
read, in order that the Senate might see the con- 
tents. 

Mr. ATHERTON hoped that if any one of the 
memorials was read, it might be that from Balti- 
more, as that would show whether it was snch 
as ought to be printed. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Adverse reports on the petitions of William 
Wright, George Mayo, Richard P. Dove, M. 
Sanders, William M. Porter, Daniel Homans, Na- 
omi Davis, and one or two others, were considered 
and concurred in. 


| 








_ THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The unfavorable report from the Committee of 
Patents, made on the petition of Ross Winans, 
was taken up, but was laid on the table, on motion 
of Mr. Westcorr, in consequence of the absence 
of Mr. Cameron. 

_Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on the Ju- | 
diciary, to which had been recommitted sundry | 


memorials in reference to the division of the State || 
of Ohio into two judicial districts, made a report, || 
asking to be discharged from their further consid- || 


eration. The report was agreed to, and the com- 
mittee was discharged accordingly. 

Mr. A., from the same committee, to which had 
been referred the bill from the House to,reorganize 
the district courts of the United States in the State 
of Alabama, reported.the same without amend- | 
ment, and with a recommendation that it do not | 

ass. | 

Mr. A., from the same committee, to which had | 
been referred the joint resolution relative to the 
maps and charts of the surveys of the boundaries 
between the United.States of America and foreign 
States, reported the same without amendment, and 
with a recommendation that it do pass. 

On motion of Mr. WOODBRIDGE, the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of said joint resolu- 
tion as in committee of the whole. 

Mr. EVANS expressed his apprehensions that 
an appropriation of some tfousands of dollars 
would be required to carry out the object of the 
resolution. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE explained, that there was 
an appropriation for this purpose inserted in the 
appropriation bill at the last session. The object 
of the resolution was approved by all the executive 
officers; and the resolution would have passed last 
session but for want of time. The contingent fund | 
of last year would defray all the cost. It was very | 
important that the States which were interested | 
should know where their own boundaries are. 


No amendment having been offered, the joint | 
resolution was reported to the Senate, and ordered || 
| to a third reading. 
_ by unanimous consent, and passed. | 


Mr. EVANS moved that the Senate take up the || 


It was then read a third time, 


private calendar. 
Mr. DIX hoped the motion would be agreed to. | 
THANKS TO GEN. TAYLOR AND ARMY. 
The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the 
joint resolution submitted by Mr. Jarnacin, giving | 


| the thanks of Congress to General Taylor and the | 


army, for their bravery and skill at Monterey. 
The resolution having been read— 
Mr. HANNEGAN moved to refer it to the 








Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. R. JOHNSON asked for the yeas and nays 
on this motion. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN moved that this joint res- 
olution be laid on the table, and that the Senate 

roceed to consider the joint resolution from the 
Soues of Representatives on the same subject. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the joint resolution from the House, which was 
read, as follows: 


Resolved unanimously by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress assem- 
bled, That the thanks of Congress are due, and are hereby 
Eos to Major General Zachary Taylor, and through 

im to the brave officers and soldiers, both of the regular 
army and of the volunteers under his command, for their 
courage, skill, fortitude, and good conduct, in storming the 
city of Monterey, defended as it was by a force more than 
double their number, and protected by the strongest fortifi- 
cations, which resulted in a most brilliant victory to our 
army, and reflected imperishable honor upon our arms, en- 
gagaged as it was and still is in a war commenced and forced 
upon us by Mexico, and continued by us in defence of the 
honor and vindication of the just rights of the United States, 
assailed as both had been by repeated and flagrant acts, on 
the part of Mexico, of insult, outrages, and finally of inva- 
sion of one of the States of this Union: Provided, That no- 
thing herein contained shail be construed into an approba- 
tion of the terms of tlie capitulation of Monterey. 

Resolved, That the President be requested to canse to be 
struck a gold medal, with devices emblematical of this splen- 
did achievement, and presented to General Taylor, as a 
testimony of the igh sense entertained by Congress for his 
nneet and distinguished conduct on that memorable 
occasion. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to cause the anne resolutions to be communi- 
eated to General Taylor, and through him to the army under 
his command. 


Mr. SPEIGHT moved to amend the resolution 
by striking out the proviso. He would state, he 
said, in very few words, his reason for making 
this motion. He was not one of those who were 
at any time forward in returning thanks to any 





| other inquiry. 


| 


B15 


| man for doing his duty; but, when he did so, he 


was not willing to present thanks with one hand 
and a censure with the other. If that part of the 


_ resolution embraced in the proviso should be retain- 


ed, he would be obliged to vote against the reso- 
lution itself. He was not at present prepared to 
determine—for he was not a military man—nor 
had he the facts before him to enable him to de- 
termine, whether General Taylor did his duty in 
regard to that affair or not; but, if thanks were to 
be voted to him, they should be voted in the usual 
manner, and not accompanied by anything that 
would imply a reflection upon his conduct. An 
officer from his State, a brave and gallant officer, 
was engaged in this matter, and he was not going 
to pass a vote of censure on him. 

Mr. ATCHISON said, if it were in order, he 
would move to lay this resolution on the table, to 
be taken up when the resolution offered by the 
Senator from Tennessee came up again, so that 
they might both be referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

This motion was, upon a division, negatived— 
ayes 21, noes 26. 

The yeas and nays were then ordered on Mr. 
Sreicnr’s motion to strike out the proviso, 

Mr. SEVIER held that there was no censure 
expressed in the proviso. It was caleulated mere- 


ly to prevent a conclusion that might be drawn if 
th 


at proviso were not attached; to prevent the 


/ conclusion that Congress, in adopting the resolu- 
| tion, approbated the armistice that was made at 


Monterey. It was not censuring Genera! Taylor 
atall. It was merely leaving the question free, 
so that those who were disposed to vote thanks 
could do so without expressing any opinion in 
regard to the capitulation. He considered that 
those who regarded the armistice as ill-advised and 
wrong, ought not to be drawn in to express their 
approbation of that which they could not sanc- 
tion. 

Mr. JARNAGIN remarked that there was not 
a solitary word in the resolution about an armis- 


| tice. 


Mr. SEVIER. There is about capitulation. 

The resolution was again read by the Secretary. 

Mr. JARNAGMS repeated that in the body of 
the resolution there was nota word about an ar- 
mistice or capitulation. He perceived, however, 
that it was embraced in an amendment which had 


| been inserted by way of proviso, and that proviso 


clearly implied a censure upon General Taylor, 
which he could not consent to sanction. 

Mr. SEVIER said he had no desire to censure 
General Taylor. He knew him to be a galfant 


officer, who had fought ein for his country. 


All that he desired was to avoid giving a vote ap- 
ad consented. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, said that he con- 

| sidered the proviso an implied censure, and if it 
were cana’ in the resolution, he could not vote 

for the resolution itself. 

| Mr. J.M. CLAYTON desired that the Senator 

| from Arkansas, as he had said that he disapproved 

| of the armistice, and that he considered it objec- 

| tionable, would tell them the reasons for his dis- 

approval. 

Mr. SEVIER said it was not his purpose to be 
drawn into a discussion upon this matter with the 
| Senator from Delaware. He was no military man, 
| but he had a right to an opinion nevertheless; and 


| = of the capitulation to which he (Gen. T.) 





| 
| 
| 


| he had merely expressed that opinion, without any 


| intention, upon an oceasion like this, of entering 
_ into any discussion at all upon the subject. 

Mr. ARCHER said he wished to superadd to 
the inquiry put by the Senator from Delaware one 
e desired to know why the Sen- 
ator was for connecting the subject of the capitu- 


| lation with the resolution of thanks? 
| Mr. SEVIER said he would tell the Senator in 


one word, if he would allow him; that he found, 


| upon the last reading of the resolution, that it was 
| 


not contained in it, and therefore he had ceased to 


| 8a onrrra sre it. 

r. CRITTENDEN said that it seemed to 
him, from the character of this resolution, that 
there was a kind of feeling existing against Gen- 
eral Taylor, arising, no doubt, from that sort of 
party spirit which interfused itself through every- 
thing, and with which all were more or 
less imbued. A matter of this sort (he thought) 
| ought to be treated irrespective of party. General 


: 





| Taylor, as the leader of the forces of the country, 
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had nothing to do with party. He was above all | 


party. He sought for no party approbation. He 
desired the approbation of his country. 
prehended that, if it were known how little Gener- 
al Taylor busied himself about polities, parties, or 
political operations—how exclusively devoted he 
was to the service of the ener ser knowledge 
of that fact would shield him from every unkind 
suspicion on the part of any honorable member of 
that body. General Taylor was far from being a 
political partisan, much less was he actuated by 
that sort of spirit which seemed to give complex- 
ion to this resolution. The whole country had 
received the intelligence of the surprising achieve- 
ments of our littl army under the gallant leading 
of General Taylor with satisfaction, mingled with 
surprise at the singular success which had attended 
those operations. Conducted, as they were, under 
circumstances of extreme difficulty and embarrass- 
ment, he believed they were not surpassed by any- 
thing of the kind that had ever occurred in the 
history of the world. 
cils of the country were called upon to express the 
public gratitude, called forth by those great achieve- 


|| such a battle as that? 


He ap- | 
|| would attend the sacking of a town by a triumph- 
|| ant soldiery. 


! 
| 


| 
| 


| against General 
|| as the tide of war or the tide of politics might 
And now, when the coun- || 


menis, why should they give way to that sort of || 
eptrit which would prompt them to look for some 


circumstance that would dim the glory of the 
achievements, and to qualify their expression of 
approbation in such a manner as to make it doubt- 
ful in the construction and the opinion of the 


| ments and further vittories? Would it be so? The 


world, whether they did not intend to dim the | 


lustre of his renown, and to drug the very cup 
which they were holding to his lips/ 


He was | 


sure such was not the feeling of his honorable | 
friend opposite; he was certain that he was act- | 


ing with perfect candor; but he would humbly 
submit to him that he had taken too much of a 


| was the army likely to receive this thing, which 
| they intended, not only as a reward for past good 


| rain falls from heaven. If they attempted to qualif\ 


party view, and therefore an erroneous one. It || 


was not usual to stop to inquire, after a great vic- 


tory had been won, whether the action could have | 
y ’ 


been better fought, if managed in some other way. 
It was enough that a victory had been gained, no 
matter what the order of battle might be, whether 


of the left wing, or of the right wing. 


re? 


| the resolution, would be adopted. 


_ eral Taylor, he had no doubt there was no better 
gained by the superior exertions of the centre, or || 


General | 


Taylor had done all that was expected of him. He |; 


had evinced all the skill of anggecomplished gen- 
eral, and all the courage and ae of a perfect sol- 
dier. Then why examine the matter with so criti- 
cal an eye, to endeavor to find something which 


would diminish the glory of his achievements—to | 


find out some little circumstance, and to grasp at 
it, in order to convey a sentiment of disapproval ? 
He did not speak of the motives of gentlemen. He 
spoke of the resolution and of the interpretation 
which would be put upon it by the world. It would 


bear upon its face evidence that they did not ap- | 
prove of the armistice. And pray, what did they 
know about the armistice, which would enable them | 


to determine whether it should be a subject of ap- 


sroval or otherwise? Some gentlemen whom he | 


iad heard converse upon this subject, not in Con- 
gress, but out of it, seemed to entertain the expec- 


tation that General Taylor, with his slender forces, | 


exhausted by a three days’ battle, should have 


|, Senate, on whom a fine had been imposed of some 


rushed upon thousands of their intrenched adver- | 


saries, and have forced them to an unconditional 
surrender. Would any of those who cavilled here 
have done so? General Taylor had but about five 
thousand disposable troops at the end of the bat- 
tle, and it was expected that those brave fellows, 
exhausted with three days’ fighting, would have 
rushed, bayonet in hand, upon the enemy, nine 
thousand in number, strongly fortified as they were, 
and have made them prisoners. It was an easy 


matter to talk of these things at their firesides, but | 


he would venture to say, that the opinions of those 
who were upon the spot—the opinions of such men 
as Worth, Davis, and Henderson, as well as of Gen- 
eral Taylor himself—were worth more than any 
judgment that might be formed by those who were 
not connected with the battle, and had no partici- 
pation in it. 


In regard to the armistice, what could have been | 
done more than had been done, if the armistice had | 
not been agreed upon? After such a victory and || 
such a battle, the army could have done nothing for | 
two monthsat least, whilst the armistice would have | 
the effect of paralyzing the enemy, if it were faith- | 
fully observed during the time of its continuance, | 


The very fact of assenting to an armistice, on the 
part of Gensel Taylor, proved him to be a man of 
sound judgment as well as o“ humane feeling. The 
armistice afforded him time for obtaining supplies, 


_ of the capitulation. Now, he believed a letter had 


Taylor; and that he and General Worth were op- 
| posed to it. This capitulation had also undergone 


_made known, the capitulation and armistice were 


| were given to him for the battles. 


| wished to relieve him? 


and restoring the vigor of his own little army, 
while it afforded to the women and children of the 
beleaguered city time to escape the horrors which 


There was nothing to find fault | 
about. What would their army have done if no | 
armistice had been agreed upon? They required 
time. Military men were the best judges of this 
matter; they who stand upon the point of honor, 
who were trained to that sentiment, who lived and | 
died for honor, and who appreciated above all | 
things honor that was conferred upon them by | 
their country. What would they think of this | 
obliterated compliment? This uncertain mark of 
approbation ? ow would such a hesitating com- | 
pliment be received -by the army after winning | 
How would it be thought 
of when it was perceived that Senators here were 
endeavoring to oor the matter so as to go 

‘aylor or in his favor, according 


turn?) When they perceived them taking a sort of | 
neutral betwixt and between position, ready to 
take shelter under the armistice, and to vote ap- 
proval and disapproval at the same time? How 


conduct, but as an incentive to further achieve- 


next time they fought—the next time they ac- 
complished a brilliant achievement, what thanks 
would they have to expect? If an expression of 
approbation was to be of any worth or of any | 
value at all, it must come entirely free and unre- | 
strained. It must come to them as freely as the 





the matter, they would destroy the compliment. It | 
would turn that which they intended as a compli- 
ment to very dust and ashes. He hoped the propo- 
sition ef the Senator from Mississippi to amend | 


Mr. SEVIER replied, that in relation to Gen- 


or braver man in the army, and he would be the 
last man to cast censure upon him. He had, how- 
ever, a word of reply to make to the gentleman 
from Kentucky. That honorable Senator said 
that all the military men at Monterey were in favor 


been published on this subject from General Hen- | 
derson to General Taylor, in which it was stated, 
that the capitulation was made by order of General 





a review by the Government, “and it was disap- 
proved of there. Here, where the facts were all 


disapproved, as he understood. This was not de- 
signed as a censure of General Taylor, as thanks 
He thought, 
however, there could be no very great objection to 
this proviso being stricken out. 

But how long was it since another distinguished 
military man (General Jackson) was before this 


one or two thousand dollars, from which they 
But two or three years. 


, And what was the course of gentlemen on the other 


| attach to that billa 
| with the present. 


| mitted. 


, too much, when votin 


that subject. 


' stances of that fight. 
from General 


side on that occasion? They then endeavored to 
roviso equally objectionable 
They wished to incorporate 
disclaimers in that bill, that they might not be com- 
It seemed that parties changed as the 
times changed, and Senators could change with 
circumstances. 

Mr. 8. would not, however, say another word on 
His object now was to leave the 
capitulation an open question. He found there 
were those here who had reviewed all the circum- 
He found there was a letter 
enderson expressing his disap- 
proval of the capitulation; and was it then asking 
these thanks, that they 
should not be committed\to other matters ? and that 
this point, which had been heretofore disapproved, 
should be Jeft an open question? If it were irrel- 
evant, he would not put it there; but it had been 
reported to the Senate, it had been disapproved by 
the department, whether properly or improperly, 
he would not undertake to say. 

Mr. REVERDY JOHNSON inquired if the 
Senator from Arkansas meant to say that the de- 


partment had disapproved of the capitulation as 
‘\ well as the armistice. 


HE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 

















| had General Taylor to have done? 








Mr. SEVIER had so understood. 

Mr. R. JOHNSON replied that there 
document which exhibited that fact. 
no evidence of it. 

Mr. SEVIER reiterated that such was his im- 
pression, that both the capitulation and the armis. 
tice had been disapproved. He again repeated that 
General Henderson’s letter represented that the 
capitulation and armistice were made by order of 
General Taylor. 

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON hoped the Senator from 
Arkansas would be reconciled to the motion tg 
strike out the proviso. He regretted that on this 
occasion, when they were about to give a vote of 
thanks to the General who had led their Victorious 
armies, that the remarks of the Senator from Ark. 
ansas should have taken such a course. That 
Senator had spoken of * this side”’ and “ the other 
side,’’ as if there could be more than one side jn 
this matter. Why, he trusted and hoped and must 
believe, that the gentlemen on the other side the 
Chamber were as ready to return thanks to their 
gallant soldiers as any gentleman on this side. He 
trusted it was not possible that an feeling could 
be cherished, either on one side of this question or 
the other, from the mere circumstance that General 
Taylor has entertained political opinions on one 
side or the other. 

The gentleman from Arkansas was mistaken, 
when he said that the department had disapproved 
the capitulation. They disapproved the armistice 
and directed him to terminate it, and he did so in 
pursuance of that order from the department; but 
when he gave notice to the general of the opposin 


Was no 


They had 


| army, there were but some four days of the perio 


of the armistice remaining, so that no great injury 
was done by the armistice. As to the capitulation, 
he had never heard that the department had disap- 
proved of it or its terms. 

_ Mr. SEVIER. Will the Senator permit me to 
interrupt him? I had the impression that the capit- 
ulation was disapproved by the department, and 
I now find it is confirmed by the letter of General 
Taylor, in which he speaks of the disapproval of 
both capitulation and armistice. 

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON did not so understand it. 
He spoke, however, from recollection, not having 
the letter before him. 

But to proceed. The gentleman had not given 
asingle reason why this proviso should be retained. 
Mr. C. should be very sorry to see such a proviso 
as was annexed to this resolution pass this body. 
It would have an injurious moral effect on the 
country, but especially on the army. What would 
be the inference if this should be retained? Why, 
that we thought it wrong that after three days’ 
hard fighting and bloodshed, and after the general 
of the opposite army had asked an interview, to 
save a needless effusion of blood, it was agreed 
that they should march out with their sidearms. 
Now, what else could our army have done under 
such circumstances? With not more than five thou- 
sand men ready for action, would they have had 
them to attack an army of eight or nine thousand 
men, strongly intrenched, and drive them from the 
fortifications they occupied, or make them prison- 
ers? And what would the commanding general 
have done with them, with his limited supplies, if 


he had made them prisoners of war? He could 
not have fed them for ten days. And the nee 
at the 


from the commandin neral himself, 
Mexican soldiers aie loon retired to the moun- 
tains in one night, when they found it necessary to 
do so, and strongly intrenched themselves there. 
Now, with these facts staring them in the face, he 
asked, before the country, what they would have 
Was he, re- 
gardless of the lives of his soldiers and the feelings 
of humanity, to have conquered the enemy? What 
for? Certainly not to retain them as prisoners of 
war. They would have been a nuisance on his 
hands, and he therefore must have discharged them 
immediately. What for, then? Was it for the ad- 
ditional honor and glory of havirig slain many 
more Mexicans in battle, for nothing but an empty 
name? Were they to have no rd, in consider- 
ing this subject, to the loss which we should our- 
siieen have sustained? Mr. C. honored General 
Taylor, not only for his generalship on that occa- 
sion, but his humanity—for the latter especially. 
Would gentlemen have had General Taylor to have 
iene and sacked that city? Were they ac- 
quainted with the inevitable a attend- 
ing the sacking of a city, and of Setting loose @ 
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soldiery, hardened by warfare, hard of heart, with ] 
bloody hands, to murder and to pillage the inhab- || 
itants?. Generat Taylor had regarded the safety || 
of the women and children of that city. Looking || 
at all the circumstances of the case, he (Mr. C.) || 
admired the gallantry and bravery displayed on | 
that occasion, and he gloried in the humanity | 
which marked the conquest. He rejoiced that all 
the blood was not poured out that might have been | 
shed, to gain an empty name. — 

If this proviso was to remain, what would be 
the effect on the next battle? It was fearful to 
contemplate it. Was it to be understood as the 
opinion of the American Congress, that humanity, 
in circumstances like those, was not deemed a vir- 
tue; that when the next battle was fought, and the 
next town taken, they were expected to come | 
red-handed from the slaughter of innocent lives; | 
that it was to be sacked and stormed, regardless of || 
our own army, and the women and children of that || 
city? He was not willing to be responsible for, | 
or to teach, any such doctrine; but he took occa- || 
sion to repeat, that he honored our gallant soldiers 
who fought these battles, the more for the human- || 
ity they exhibited in the day of victory, 

General Taylor stood in such a position before | 
the country, that no such sideblow could affect his 
reputation. He now stands firmly intrenched in | 
the affections of the American people. And how | 
had he earned that esteem? By his own bravery, |! 
not only in this battle, but throughout this whole || 
campaign, more especially in the battles of Palo || 
Alto and Resaca de la Palma. He looked upon || 
that gallant general as intrenched so deeply in the || 
affections of the American people, that no side- || 
blow there could do him an injury. It might, | 
however, arouse a feeling more strongly in his || 
favor. He was now the people’s military favorite. 
He trusted they would not if they could take one 
single sprig from the Jaurel wreath that adorns his | 
brow. 

Mr. BUTLER said he could not be mistaken in | 
thinking that a resolution of thanks of this kind | 
should not be mingled with any foreign matter: | 
and with this view, he entirely concurred in the | 
motion that the proviso should be stricken out. | 
A vote of thanks should have no qualifications or | 
reservations attached to it. He agreed with the 
Senator from Mississippi when he said that he had | 
no idea of holding out with one hand a mark of 
approbation, grateful to the soldier’s heart, and | 
with the other, a mark of disapprobation to- | 
wards a blundering general. He did not know || 
that this reservation went so far as this; but if 
there were a reservation at all, he would be com- | 
pelled to vote against the resolution. But he would | 


t 





go further: when they had it in their power in 
some measure by their acts to control the future 
history of the country, justice seemed to require 
that they should do nothing that would pervert 
the opinion of posterity; and, above all, that they 
should not form or express a judgment that would || 
he hereafter reversed. Now, it was said that it | 
was not intended to convey a censure upon Gen- } 
eral Taylor. But, to a man of sensibility, though || 
the dagger might be wreathed with flowers, its 
point would sull be felt. He was not himself 
prepared, as one of this tribunal, to consent to pass 
a judgment upon the conduct of General Taylor 
at this time; neither was he prepared to sustain 
the view of those who thought that he was censu- 
rable for having agreed to the armistice. They 
ought to come to no decision upon that matter; it | 
ought to be left free and open for future reflection, 
assisted by the proper means of information. 
And, above all, he would say, (as he should vote 
differently perhaps from those around him,) in re- 
gard to General Taylor, the breath of party should 
not be blown upon his reputation ; for, like some 
of the inflammable gases, it would but make the 
flame burn with the greater brilliancy. 

_ Mr. BAGBY would not have said one word; but 
inasmuch as he could not approve that capitulation, 





which had been made the subject of debate, he 
was unwilling to be committed to its approval, 
He would say, once for all, and he said it with 
entire respect for the feelings of the commanding 
general—that it would take strong proof to change 
his opinion on that subject. From all he had seen 
and heard, and in all probability, from all he should 
see and hear, he disapproved, out and out, of that 
capitulation. He disapproved of it more strongly 
in view of the great object that moved the gentleman 
from Delaware, [Mr. Craytom.] He differed from 
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that Senator in toto regarding the humanity of that 


capitulation. If the battle of Monterey had been 
the last battle to be fought in the progress of this 
war, then the Senator from Delaware would have 
been correct. But was the war then terminated ? 
He saw, if the Senator from Delaware did not, in | 
the very terms of it, more disaster to both Mexico 
and the United States, than in any other event du- 
ring the war. There was a great peculiarity in the 


| capitulation of Monterey. It was the first time in 


which a defeated army had been permitted to pre- 


scribe the terms of capitulation. It was the first 


time, in the history of nations, or in the history of 
warfare, that a defeated army was permitted to 


'march out of a subdued city with drums beating 
| and colors flying. And what was the consequence / 


What constitutes the Mexican army at this day? 
It was that very army which was permitted to 
retreat from Monterey after a victory the most 
lorious ever recorded on the page of history. | 
hat then did they gain by the victory? It was 
said they saved a monstrous effusion of blood. | 
But it was preventing an effusion of blood at one 
time, to occasion a greater effusion hereafter; for 


| they were notified that Mexican armies were else- 
where preparing for the field, to drive every Ameri- | 
can foot-print from their soil. This resolution was | 


of but little consequence to General Taylor. 
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achieve a great victory. For that the country re- 


joices and we return thanks, It was more than 
possible if a military tribunal could be convened 
of such men as Wellington, or Napoleon, or even 
Taylor himself, ona retrospect of all the attendant 
circumstances, they might see many things which 
they might wish had been done better, and the 
American army could have acted more gloriously. 
What, then, were they to return thanks for? For 
a great victory. They were not a hypercritical 
tribunal to decide where more might have been 
done in less than three days and with a loss of 
less lives. The army had achieved a great victory 
and they were thankful for it. 

He was not sufficiently acquainted with military 
history, and therefore he had listened with respect- 
ful attention to the Senator from Alabama, who 


_said there had never been an instance of a con- 


quered army leaving a conquered city as the Mex}- 
can army left the city of Monterey, with arms in 
their hands, having dictated the terms of their ca- 
pitulation. He agreed with the honorable gentle- 
man. His slight reading did not furnish him with 
a similar case. Nor did he know of any case 


| where seven thousand, eight thousand, or nine 


thousand troops in good training, in the heart of a 
city, with cannon, and equipped and provided with 


| all the destructive means of warfare-—a city in 
This thanksgiving and praise did not amount to | 


which every house was a fortress—had surrender- 


much to anybody. Gold medals were not the best | ed to five thousand, and agreed to march out be- 
rewards. ‘The consciousness of a soldier that he || tween the files of the enemy, taking with them 
had discharged his duty to a grateful country is | nothing but their clothes and side-arms, leaving 
more of a reward than any medals or votes of | their ammunition and all the public property be- 
thanks. | hind. In all his reading he did not recollect that 
And as to this capitulation at Monterey, it had | he had ever met with such another instance. Now 
been passed upon by the Government of the Uni- | how did Santa Ana regard this? Asa triumph? 
ted States; and were they, then, for the purpose |, Why, if all could be relied on that they heard, he 
of bestowing an empty compliment, thus to come || had those officers in custody, from Ampudia down, 
in direct conflict with the Government? He con- |, and they were to be tried for cowardice. It would 
sidered the proviso as one of the soundest and || be a singular state of things if we should be dis- 
most essential features of the resolution. The || approving of the conduct of our general for per- 
gentleman from Delaware, (Mr. J. M. Cuayton,] | mitting them to go out, and Santa Ana should be 
in endeavoring to avert what he called a side-blow | trying his officers for cowardice for going out. 
aimed at General Taylor, was inflicting a side-blow |; _ But he did not rise to enlarge on this subject. 
in another direction. '| Viewing the matter as he did—if he had entertain- 
General Taylor, it seemed, was the military fa- || eda different opinion—if he thought that the course 
vorite of the country, as they learned from the | of their military men might have been better in 
gentleman from Delaware. He was astonished at || some respects—if he had thought that more lives 
this. It only showed that opinions, like the fash- | mighthavebeen saved—astill there had been enough 
ions of the world, pass away. || done to entitle those who did it to his thanks, 
He would not give a side-blow to General Tay- | That was ground enough for him. They hed 
lor or any other man. If he struck at all, he || shown themselves to be brave and patriotic sol- 
would give the blow openly. But, while he would | diers; and if they had not shown such skill as 
not give Genera! Taylor a side-blow, he would || others might have shown, they had shown enough 
endeavor to take care that, while screening Gen- || of it, and by their skill and bravery they had ac- 
eral Taylor, side-blows were not given in another || complished a great purpose for the country. 
direction. If aay was to be introduced, it was || General Taylor could have had no purpose but 
just as proper to take care of one party as another. | to serve his country in the best manner in his 
If this proviso contained a censure upon General |, — That he had done so no one could doubt. 
Taylor, what would the striking it out do in refer- || He and his army had done great things. Their 
ence to the Government? General Taylor en- || exploits, as the Senator from South Carolina had 
tered into a capitulation: the Government disap- || said, were to form part of the history of this coun- 
proved of it. Believing, as he did, that the capit- || try; and the Senate was forming material to enable 


ulation was unfortunate in its results, he would || others to detract from the value of those services. 


vote cheerfully against the motion to strike it out. | They were authenticating the materials for the 
Mr. CRITYENDEN had but a few words to || historian to blemish our military glory. He hoped 
say after the admirable remarks of the gentleman || it would not be done. There was enough of glory 
from South Carolina (Mr. Burier] and other gen- || for which to be thankful. There was enough to 
tlemen. The Senator from Alabama seemed to |! praise. 
entertain an impression that by striking out this || The remarks of his honorable friend from Dela- 
roviso it would imply some censure or disappro- || ware would save him the necessity of saying more 
aon of the President of the United States, who | They were such as all gentlemen there concurred 
disapproved of the armistice. Now, he thought || in. This victory was more dear to American hearts, 
that gentleman was unduly and unnecessarily sen- | because it was crowned with the wreath of humani- 
sitive on that subject. He did not see how sucha | ty, General Taylor had not only shown courage 
construction could be given to it. General Taylor || and skill, buthumanity also. Humanity, towards 
might have had reasons, unknown to them, which || whom? Towards women and children. It was an 
adaaed him to make that capitulation, while on || armistice sanctioned both by the law of our nature 
the other hand the President might have had pur- || and the law of God. To have acted otherwise, 
poses which were unknown to General Taylor, || would have been to commit most sacrilegious mur- 
which would justify him in disapproving of it. | der, for which there would hdve been no defence. 
The conduct of both might be reconcileable; and | But thank God—and for this they should all be 
they might both be right. But if gentlemen thought | grateful—this capitulation had been distinguished 
this armistice was wrong, of course gentlemen had || not more by courage than by humanity, in saving 
the right to express that opimion. He believed | so many helpless people from the consequences of 
those gentlemen would examine the subject with | a sacked city. 
as much candor and fairness as he would. But|; Mr. BAGBY explained his preceding remarks to 
gentlemen mistook their position when they sup- || have been, that he had said the instances found in 
posed they came there to examine and criticise | history were very rare, of a defeated army being 


every circumstance attending that affair. Who ! permitted to prescribe the terms ‘of their capitula- 
could say, or undertake to say, that that battle || tion. The Senator did not take issue on that, but 
was managed with all the military skill of a Wash- || yery adroitly gut out of the difficulty, by asking if 
ington or a Napoleon? But it was conducted with || there ever was a battle like that at Monterey, so 














skill enough to accomplish a great purpose and || far as to the fighting. He (Mr. B.) doubted if 
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there ever was. 


But as the capitulation had been 


Kentucky, it must be seen at once that an issue 
would be made before the country. But for this, 
he should not again have opened his mouth. 


of that capitulation on the one hand, an 
priety of dicnioverina iton the other. That was 
the issue, and it could not be kept from the coun- 
try. 
would have to decide one of two things: either that 


the capitulation was right in itself, or that it was | 
Entertaining the opinion that the | 


wrong in itself. 
capitulation was wrong, he felt himself called upon 
to say so. And also to say, that adarge majority, 
nay, three-fourths of the officers connected with 
the army in Mexico, will disapprove of it; not be- 


cause it saved the effusion of blood, the sufferings | 


He || 


of women and children; but for other reasons. 
did not until the present day know that the doc- 


trine was entertained here, that they were to pro- | 
tect women and children abroad; he thought they | 
were to see that there were not too many widows | 


and orphans made at home. 
Why, suppose we should have another battle 
with this very army that marched out of Monterey 


with their arms in their hands, their drums beat- | 
ing, and their colors flying, and suppose it should || 


not terminate as it did before, but should make 


they would not then answer in the affirmative the 
question, whether that might not have been avoid- 


ed, if General Taylor, when he had the power, had | 
But their com- | 


captured the army at Monterey. 
manding general, by avoiding to make widows and 
orphans in Mexico, was endangering that calamity 
at home. 

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON said: Suppose General 
Taylor had captured the Mexican army at Mon- 
terey, what must he have done with them? 


Mr. BAGBY said he supposed he would have | 
** done as they do in France,’’ to use an old adage; || 
But was that the || 
idea—that he was not to capture the Mexican army || 


he would have paroled them. 


because he did not know what to do with them? 
Were we not to capture an army, because we 
could not keep them afterwards? 
they might have been placed hors du combat; taken 


their arms from them, and paroled them not to | 
If this discussion had || 
not connected the propriety of the capitulation with | 
the passage of this resolution, he would not have | 


fight again during the war. 


made these remarks. 
But what now constitutes the army of Mexicu? 
Why, the army of Monterey. They were the 


men that were to make widows and orphans for | 
When this question was presented, disap- || 
proving as he did of the capitulation, he felt bound || 


us. 


to present his views, but not with the view to 
wound any one’s feelings, but for the sake of jus- 
tice on both sides of the question 

It had been-said, as an objection to it, that this 
proviso was irrelevant and extraneous. 


the course of this war, and to inquire into the 
terms of that capitulation, for which they were 
lauding the commanding general of that action, 
with what face could it be done, if this record were 
called up? Everybody would say, and very prop- 
erly, Why, the question was disposed of; and it 
would be looked upon that they I 

the battle of Monterey, with all its circumstances, 
and that they could not go beyond it. He saw the 
propriety of not connecting this capitulation with 
the other circumstances; but his friend from Ar- 
kansas |Mr. Sevier} had said that there was a 
difference in the views of the Administration and 
General Taylor respecting that capitulation. He, 


too, had seen a letter purporting to have been writ- | 


ten by General Taylor himself, in which he says, 
emphatically, that the Government at Washington 
disapproved of the terms of that capitulation, 
There was, therefore, no concealment on the sub- 
ject. 


lation. 


The Senator from Kentucky (Mr. Critrenpen] || 
had manifested much zeal in the cause in which | 
He had the sacred cause | 


he had here embarked. 
of humanity to sustain him. 
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| be cherished by every one; but he avowed, asa 
| Christian, that he would rather save the life of one 
The | 
country was not asleep in regard to re || 

the pro- | 


! _of olive branches in one hand and steel in the 
Phe country would pass upon it; and they || 


| death. 


| from Alabama, what would be done with the Mex- | 


|, would let them loose on their’ promise. 
many widows and orphans at home, he asked if | 


| troops could retire, and which they must take be- 


He supposed | 


But sup- | 
pose it became a matter of duty hereafter to mark | 


| the officer. 


ad passed upon | 





It was not only published to the American | 
people, but to Mexico and to the world, that there || 
was a conflict here as to the terms of that capitu- |! 





it 


| 


course of General Taylor were those that should 


American than forty Mexicans. He knew that 
war was very unchristian, but it was one of those 
things to which frail humanity was subject to par- 
take in; and, being engaged 1n it, he had no idea 


other. If war must come, it must be victory or || 
He believed that this war would now have 
been at an end, but for that unfortunate capitu- | 
lation. i 
Mr. J. M. CLAYTON would not say that the | 
honorable gentleman from Alabama spoke ex ca- 
thedra; but it was surprising that in the course of || 
his remarks he should press on them what he called 
‘*an issue”—an issue which was to be tried, and || 
tried before the country. Now, he did not know | 
that it ever would be necessary to present such an 
issue before the country. However that might be, | 
he hoped the gentleman would not introduce any- 
thing of the sort here. They had nothing to do 
with it. He had put the question to the Senator | 


ican army if, instead of the capitulation, General | 
Taylor had made them prisoners of war; and the 
genteman answered, he would parole them—he | 
Now, he | 
asked the Senator from Alabama if he did not | 
believe they would have immediately joined the | 
standard of Santa Ana, where it would have been 
impossible to recognise them. It was idle to talk 
about paroling eight or nine thousand men in the 
enemy’s country. But gentlemen thought Gen- 
eral ‘l'aylor should have gone on and stormed the 


| plaza, and then proceeded to storm the forts which 


were at short distances, to which the Mexican 


fore they could hold the city and capture the army. 
Why, General ‘Taylor told them that it would have 
taken twenty or twenty-five days to carry the fort; 
and would any Senator tell him that the command- 
ing general, with but three days’ provisions, could, 
under such circumstances, prudently and properly, 
have refused the capitulation of nine thousand men, 
when he had but five thousand, for the purpose of 
paroling them? If he had, he might not have ob- 
tained a capitulation at all. 

He would not protract the debate on this ques- 
tion, but he earnestly hoped they would be able to 
vote, on both sides of the Chamber, without refer- 
ence to party interests. ‘Their army was made up 
of all parties; and the only question with them was 
who was an American citizen? Could they not, 
then, tree themselves from the shackles of party 
feeling when the question was upon the passage of 
a resolution of thanks to those brave and gailant 
soldiers ? 

Mr. WEBSTER rose but to say a very few 
words. But he regretted exceedingly that when 
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they were about to tender a tribute of respect toa 
military man abroad, anything should occur, or be | 
proposed to be mixed up with that, which should 
break up their enure unanimity. ‘To be valued, 
this tribute of respect must be unanimously be- 
stowed. It must appear to flow from a general 
sense of what was due to the occasion and due to 
And always, so far as he knew or 
remembered the history of this Government, the 
thanks of Congress had been tendered, when they 
had been tendered at all to military men, by dis- 
tinct propositions, free and clear from all other con- 
siderations whatever. ‘The propriety, the grace- 





| fulness belonging to the occasion, required it. Now, 
/he had in his hand the resolution which passed 


this body last year. 1t was in these words: 


“That the thanks of Congress are due and are hereby 
tendered to Major General Zachary Taylor, bis officers and 
men, for we tortitude, skill, enterprise, and courage which 
distinguished the late brilhant military Operauons upon the 


| Rio Grande.”’ 


He should propose to take that resolution in its 
very words, and to adopt it as an amendment to 
the resolution before the Senate, and pass it, and 
make it a real and substantial tribute of respect to 
General Taylor and the army. 

He had only further to say that he could vote 
for no resolution which, in the present state of 
things, had a sting in it on General Taylor’s con- 


But to what were | duct, or which left any doubt or hesitation. He 


they liable by a continuance of this war? Were | wished to leave out every subject about which 
not their children liable to be made orphans by || there was a difference of opinion, about which 
this war? The Senator from Kentucky had said || there was a doubt; and on the other hand he really 
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|| that the feelings of humanity which prompted the | did not suppose that gentlemen could have contem. 
discussed here, and mainly by the Senator from | 


plated the tender of the thanks of Congress to Gey. 
eral Taylor in a manner to be acceptable to him— 
that is, in a manner to be expressive of the unani- 
mous consent of Congress—with such provisions 
as were inserted there by way of preamble, recital 
or dissertation on the Mexican war. Now 


should vote for nothing that recites or discusses 
| the merits of this Mexican war. General Taylor 


could be under no mistake about that. If he with. 


| held his vote, as he should, from the resolutions jn 
| their present shape, there was not an officer or so|- 


dier in that war that could read that would not 


_ understand him. When they were about to do an 


act of a generous character—when they were about 
to unite in grateful homage to bravery—was it gen- 


_ erous, was it manly, to set traps, by way of pre. 


amble and recital, to screw out of gentlemen opin. 
ions which they do not perhaps entertain, and if 
they did, do not think this a proper occasion to 
express them? No. Why should they not act 
with the liberality and generosity that became 


| them? Why should they not give to General 


Taylor and his brave army the thanks thai were 
due to them, in the ordinary phraseology in which 


the thanks of Congress were expressed? Wh 


should they put anything in it that might in any 
degree produce reluctance in any one who was to 
vote for it, or in any degree mitigate the sense of 
gratification with which those in whose honor 
it was to pass should receive and greet it. He was 
for a clear unembarrassed vote of thanks, such as 


|| it would be honorable for Congress to give and the 
army to recive; and if he cenit 

|, vote for that, he should vote against any such res- 

| olution as that now before the Senate. 


not get a chance to 


Mr. CALHOUN said he should vote to strike 


|| out this proviso, and he would briefly state his 
grounds for deing so. 
| first place, upon the ground which had been stated 


He would do so, in the 


by his honorable colleague, as a mere matter of 


taste and propriety; and, in addition to that, he 


would vote for striking it out because he consider- 
ed that a vote of thanks, when accompanied by 


| the slightest censure, was entirely cancelled. He 


would vote for striking it out because, to his mind, 
there was a palpable contradiction between giving 
a vote of thanks and a medal to General Taylor 
and the army, and the exception by which those 
thanks and that medal were accompanied. 

If the exception, if the capitulation itself to 
which the exception referred, constituted a part of 
the battle, then, according to the concepuon of 


| those gentlemen who entertained this idea, they 


ought not to vote for a medal at all. If it did not 
constitute a part of the battle, why should that 
which was irrelevant be made a part of the resolu- 
tion? The naked question was this: Was the 
battle of Monterey such a one as deserved that 
the thanks of Congress and a medal should be be- 
stowed? If it were, let them be granted, and 
granted unanimously, withcut condition; and if it 
were not, let both be withheld. 

Mr. BAGBY said those who voted for the medal 
voted it for that of which they all approved. But 
if he were called upon to express his views of the 
capitulation, and to vote a medal to General Tay- 
lor, or any other officer, ‘for having made that ca- 
pitulation, he had no hesitation in saying he should 
vote against it. He wished to reward General 
Taylor with a medal for that which he believed to 
be meritorious; but he would neither give thanks 
nor a medal for that which he condemned. If the 
views of the Senator from South Carolina were 
correct, and the capitulation was a part of the bat- 
tle of Monterey, he would vote against the whole 
of it. But he understood the capitulation to be 
entirely distinct, and he supposed they were call 
upon to reward General Taylor as far as they ap- 
proved of his conduct. If he were to bestow this 
praise he would go for the resolution of the Sena- 
tor from Massachusetts; but this proviso had been 
connected with this subject, and hence he had 
stated of what part he approved and what part he 
disapproved. . ; 

r. CALHOUN corrected a misunderstanding 
of his position in which the Senator from Alabama 
had falien. ; 

Mr. WEBSTER said he certainly supposed 
that, in one point of view, the arrangement for the 
armistice and capitulation might be considered as 
part of the military operations at Monterey, though 
they were not absolutely connected with the feats 
of arms performed at that place; and he supposed 
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that, in cases of this nature, where propriety of 
conduct was questioned, the commander-in-chief 
was entitled to have the judgment of a court of 
inquiry before his conduct should be definitively 

pronounced upon. ; 

Little acquainted as he was with such matters, | 
he would not presume to make up an opinion. He | 
thought that they might get a vote of thanks for | 
the military operations at Monterey adopted in a 
handsome and graceful manner, leaving the other 
matters to be decided at some future time, if there | 
should be occasion for such decision, before this | 
tribunal or elsewhere. If now in order, he would | 
move to strike out the entire resolution, and to in- | 
sert in its stead a resolution in the exact words of || 
that which passed Congress at the last session. | 
But, as there was a proposition to amend now | 
pending, he would Jet the question be first taken || 
upon that proposition. } 

The yeas and nays were then taken on Mr. | 
Speigur’s motion to strike out the proviso, and it || 
was decided in the affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Badger, Benton, Berrien, Butler, 
Calhoun, Chalmers, Cilley, Thomas Clayton, John M. Clay- | 
ton, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, Evans, Fairfield, 
Greene, Houston, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson of Mary- 
land, Johnson of Louisiana, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, 
Pearce, Rusk, Simmons, Soulé, Speight, Upham, Webster, 
and Woodbridge—33. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag- 
by, Breese, Bright, Cass, Dix, Hannegan, Niles, Sevier, 
Sturgeon, Turney, and Yulee—15. 

Mr. WEBSTER then moved his substitute for 
the resolution, and the yeas and nays being taken | 
thereon, are as follows: ry 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Badger, Berrien, Butler, Cal- 
houn, Ciliey, John M. Ciayton, Thomas Clayton, Corwin, 
Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, Evans, Greene, Huntington, 
Jarnagin, Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, 


Mangum, Miller, Morchead, Pearce, Simmons, Upham, 
Webster, and Woodbridge—26. 


NAYS—Messrs. Alien, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag- 
by, Benton, Breese, Bright, Cass, Chalmers, Dix, Fairfield, 
Hannegan, Houston, Niles, Rusk, Sevier, Soulé, Speight, 
Sturgeon, Turney, Westcott, and Yulee—23. 

The resolution, as amended, was then reported 
to the Senate. 

The amendment was concurred in, and the reso- 
lution was ordered to be engrossed, and read a 
third time. 

By unanimous consent, it was then read a third | 
time; and the question being on its passage, the 
yeas and nays were taken, and are as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Atherton, Badger, Benton, 
Berrien, Butler, Calhoun, Cass, Chalmers, Cilley, John M. 
Clayton, Thomas Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Day- 
ton, Dix, Evans, Fairfield, Greene, Hannegan, Houston, 
Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of 
Louisiana, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Niles, Pearce, Rusk, 
Sevier, Siinmons, Soulé, Speight, Sturgeon, Upham, Web- 
ster, Westcott, Woodbridge, and Yulee—43. 

NAYS—None. : 

The following title, on motion of Mr. CRIT- 
TENDEN, was adopted: * Resolution giving the 
thanks of Congress to Major General Taylor and 
the officers and men under his command in the late 
military operations at Monterey.” 

GENERAL ARMSTRONG. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said as they had been 
turning their attention to military affairs and mili- 
tary men, he hoped he should be excused if he 
now asked leave of the Senate to introduce a bill 
for the relief of General Robert Armstrong, for 
wounds received in the last war under most meri- 
torious circumstances. He now asked leave of the 
Senate to introduce it, and when the proper occa- 
sion came he should make some remarks in expla- 
nation of his character. 

Leave was given. The bill was introduced and 
read a first and second time,‘and referred to a se- 
lect_ committee of three, on the suggestion of Mr. 
H. JOHNSON, 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, moved that the 
message of the President, sent to-day in answer to 
the resolution he had submitted some days ago, be 
pened for the use of the Senate; which motion 

aving been agreed to— 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, February 3, 1847. 


The Journal of yesterday having been read and 
approved, 

r. BOYD, from the Committee on Militar 
Affairs, to which had been referred the amend- 
ments of the Senate to the bill to raise for a limit- 
ed time an additional military force, and for other 
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| purposes, reported the same, with a recommenda- 


tion that the House concur with the Senate in their 
amendments to the said bill, with amendments. 

rye . 

The House proceeded to the consideration of the 


' said amendments. 


Mr. BOYD explained the amendments. 
Mr. ASHMUN spoke against the recommenda- 


| tion of the committee to disagree to the amendment 
| of the Senate striking out the proviso to the first 


section of the bill. 


Mr. HARMANSON moved to amend the report | 
| of the Committee on Military Affairs, by adding 
| an amendment to the ninth section of the Senate’s 

| amendments. 


The CHAIR ruled the amendment out of or- 
der. 

Mr. MORSE spoke in favor of the amendment 
of his colleague, [Mr. Harmanson,] and urged the 


propriety of making some provision for the Louis- | 
| jana volunteers, and moved to recommit the bill to 


the Committee on Military Affairs, with instruc- 
tion to amend the same by adopting the amend- 
ment of Mr. Harmanson. 

Mr. KAUFMAN supported the amendment in- 
dicated by Mr. Harmanson, and urged the claims 
of the volunteers from Texas, Louisiana, Missou- 


ri, &c., and expressed his hope that the motion to | 


recommit would prevail. 


On motion of Mr. DROMGOOLE, the bill and | 


amendments were referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the State of the Union. 


And the House having resolved itself into Com- | 


mittee of the Whole, (Mr. McCiernanp in the 


chair,) it proceeded to the consideration of the said || 


bill and amendments. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky, first took the floor, | 


and occupied it during the allotted hour in the de- 


livery of a speech, in which he went into an exam- | 


ination of the .President’s plan of the war and of 
General Taylor’s conduct of it. 


Mr. HENLEY, of Indiana, and Mr. BOYD, of | 


Kentucky, briefly replied; after which— 

The committee rose to enable Mr. BOYD to 
move a resolution to close all debate in Committee 
of the Whole ‘in thirty minutes after the com- 
mittee shall again resume its session;”’ which res- 


olution was adopted, under the operation of the | 


previous question. 


The House then again resolved itself into Com- || 


mittee of the Whole, and Mr. DROMGOOLE oc- 
cupied the floor during the remainder of the time 
allowed for debate. 
And the committee proceeded to vote on the 
amendments of the Senate. 
The vote was first taken on concurring in the 
firstamendment of the Senate, viz: striking out the 
roviso of the first section, which authorizes the 
Prenident to appoint such of the commissioned 
officers during the recess of the Senate as may not 
be appointed during the present session. This 


amendment of the Senate was not concurred in: | 


Ayes 56, noes 76. 


he second amendment of the Senate was read. | 
It proposes to add at the end of the first section the | 


following: 


“ Provided, That one or more of the regiments of infantry | 


authorized to be raised by this section may, at the discretion 
ofthe President, be organized and equipped as voltigeurs 
and as foot riflemen, and be provided with a rocket and 
mountain howitzer battery.’’ 

This amendment was concurred in. 


The next amendment of the Senate was read, as 
follows: . 
« Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That it shall and may 


be lawful for the President of the United States, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, to appoint one sur- 


geon and one assistant surgeon to each regiment raised under || 


this act.” 


This amendment was amended, by recommen- 
dation of the Committee on Military Affairs, so as 
to allow the President to appoint ‘* two assistant 
surgeons.”” 

he amendment was then concurred in. 


The Committee on Military Affairs reported an 
amendment to the seventh section of the Senate's 
amendment, striking outall after the enacting clause, 
and inserting— 

« That, during the war with Mexico, it shall be lawful for 
the officers composing the council of administration of the 
several regiments constituting a brigade, either reguiar or 
volunteer, in the service of the United States, to employ 
some proper person to officiate as chaplain to such brigade, 
and the person so employed shall, upon the certificate of the 
commander of the brigade, receive for his services the pay 
and emoluments of a captain of infantry and forage for one 
horse.”? 
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Mr. FICKLIN moved toamend this amendment 
by adding thereto the following proviso: 

“Provided, That the chaplains now attached to the regu- 
lar army, and stationéd at different military posts, shail be 
required to repair to the army in Mexico whenever a ma- 
jonty of the men at the posts where they are respectively 
stationed shall have left then: for service in the field; and 
should any of said chaplains refuse or decline to do this 
when ordered so to do by the Adjutant General, the office 
of such chaplain shall be deemed vacant, and the pay and 
emoluments thereof be stopped.”’ 

Mr. TIBBATTS inquired of the Chair if Mr. 
Fick.in’s amendment was in order? 

The CHAIR decided it in order. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE rose to a question of order. 
He said it was not in order to move to amend an 
amendment to an amendment. 

Mr. COBB inquired of the Chair if he still de- 
cided Mr. Fickiin’s amendment in order? 

The CHAIR stated he did. 

Mr. COBB appealed from this decision of the 
Chair. 

The question was stated, Shall the decision of 
the Chair stand as the judgment of the committee? 

| It was decided in the affirmative, and the decision 
|| of the Chair sustained. 

The question was then put on Mr. Fickutn’s 
amendment, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. STEPHEN ADAMS moved to amend the 
amendment of the Committee on Military Affairs 

| by striking out the words, ** the py and emolu- 
| ments of a captain of infantry and forage for one 
| horse,” and inserting, in lieu thereof, ** five hun- 
dred dollars a year and one ration per day.’’ 
Agreed to. 

The question was then put on the amendment 

as amended, and it was agreed to. 

The eighth section of the Senate’s amendments 
|, was read and agreed to. 


|| Mr. ROBERT SMITH moved to amend the 
amendments of the Senate by adding between sec- 
tions eight and nine the following section: 

‘4nd be it further enacted, That from the commencement 
of the war with Mexico until the termination thereof, the 
monthly pay of the non-commissioned officers, musicians, 
and privates, of the army of the United States, and the mi- 
litia and volunteers in the service, shall be increased three 
dollars per month each.” 


This amendment was disagreed to. 

The eighth section of the Senate’s amendments 
was read and concurred in. 

The ninth section of the Senate’s amendments 
being read— 

Mr. HENLEY moved to amend it by adding, 
after the enacting clause, the words, ** That each 
| commissioned officer below the rank of colonel, 
| and,’’ so that it would read, ** that each commis- 
| sioned officer below the rank of colonel, and each 
| non-commissioned officer,’ &c. Disagreed to. 
| 
| 


Mr. JOHN A. ROCKWELL moved to amend 
the said section by striking out the words ** war- 
| rantee or his heirs-at-law,’’ where they occur, and 
inserting, in lieu thereof, “legal holders of the 
warrant or certificate.”’ Disagreed to, 
Mr. HARMANSON moved to add to the ninth 
section of the Senate’s amendment the following: 


“ And that each private, non-commissioned officer, and 
musician, who shall have been received into the service of 
the United States since the commencement of the war with 
| Mexico, for less than twelve months, and shall have served 
| forsuch term, or until honorably discharged, shall be entitled 
| t© receive a warrant for eighty acres of land which may be 
subject to private entry, or fifty dollars in serip, if preferred ; 
and in the event of the death of such volunteer during his 
| term of service, or after an honorable discharge, but before 
the passage of this act, then the warrant for such land or 
scrip shall issue to the wife, child, or children, ifthere be any, 
and if none, then to the father, and if there be no father, 
| then to the mother, or if no mother, then to the brothers and 
| sisters of such deceased volunteer: Provided, that roihi.g 





| contained in this section shall be construed to give bounty 
land to such volunteers as were accepted into service and 

discharged without being marched to the seat of war.” 

|| This amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HUNGERFORD moved toamend the ninth 
section of the Senate’s amendment by adding the 
word ** musician” after the word “‘officer.’”?” Which 
|| was agreed to. 

Several other verbal amendments were made to 

this section on the motions of Mr. HUNGER- 

FORD and Mr. BIGGS. 

| Mr. PHELPS moved to amend the ninth section 

of the Senate’s amendments by striking out ail 

| after the enacting clause, and inserting the follow- 

|| ing in lieu thereof; which was disagreed to: 

| ‘ Be it enacted, &c., That, from and after the firet day of 
May last, and until the termination of the war with Mexico, 


i] the monthly pay of the non-commissioned officers, musi- 
cians, and privates, of the army of the United Siates, and 
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militia and volanteers in the service of the same, shall be 
increased three dollars per month each. 

“ Sec, 2. And be it further enucted, That each non-com- 
miseioned officer, musician, and private, who has volunteer- 
ed since the firet of May last for less than twelve months, 
and who shall bave gone into the service and continued 
therein until honorably diecharged, shall be entitled to a 
warrant for eighty acres of land belonging to the United 
States, subject to private entry at the date of said warrant. 





“ See. 3. Aad be it further enacted, That any non-commis- | 


sioned officer, musician, or private, who has volunteered or 
may volunteer in the service of the United States for tweive 
months or during the war with Mexico, since the first day 
of May last, and who has gone or may go into actual service 
and continue therein until honorably discharged, shall be 
entitled to a warrant for one hundred and sixty acres of land, 
with the privilege of entering the same on any land beldng- 
ing tothe United States and subject to private entry at the 
date of said warrant. 

“Bee. 4. ind be it further enacted, That each non-com- 
inissioned officer, musician, and private, of the regular army, 
who, on the seventh day of May last, had less than twelve 
ionths to serve, and who has been or may be engaged in 
the war against Mexico, and who has served or may serve 
in the army antil he is honorably discharged, shall be enti- 
tied to a warrant for eighty acres of land belonging to the 
United States, subject to private entry at the date of said 
warrant. 

“Bee. 5. And he it further enacted, That each non-com- 
inissioned officer, musician, and private, of the regular army, 
who, on the seventh day of May last, had twelve months or 
longer to serve, and has been or may be engaged in the war 
nuqainst Mexico, and has served or may serve until he is hon 
orably discharged ; and each non-commissioned officer, mu- 
sickin, and private, who, since that time, has inlisted or 
may inlist, and who has been engaged or may be engaged 
in the war against Mexico, and shall serve until he is honor 
ably discharged, shall be entitled to a warrant for one hun- 
dred and sixty acres of land belonging to the United States, 
subject to private entry at the date of said warrant. 

“Seo. 6. nd be it further enacted, That if any non-com- 


missioned officer, musician, or private, of the regular army, | 


engaged in the war against Mexico, or any non-commissioned 
officer, musician, or private, in the volunteer service of the 
United States, after having been mustered into the service, 
has been or shall be killed, or has died or shall die, in the 
service, his wife and child or children, if there be any; if 
none, then his father; and if no father, then his mother, 
shall be entitled to receive a warrant for one hundred and 
sixty acres of land belonging to the United States, subject to 
private entry at the date of said warrant. 

‘Seo. 7. nd be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
War, tor the time being, shall, from time to time, issue war- 
runts for the military land bounties to the persons entitled 
thereto by this act: Provided, always, That such warrants 
shall bo issued only in the names of the persons thus entitled, 
and not until after the close of the existing war with Mexico, 
and shall be by them or their representatives applied for, 
within five years after the said persons are entitled thereto: 
Provided, That nothing contained in this section shall be so 
construed as to give bounty lands to volunteers mustered 
into the service of the United States without being marched 
to the seat of war.”’ 


_Mr. DROMGOOLE moved to strike out all the 
ninth section of the Senate’s amendment, and in- 
sert: 


That each private soldier, musician, and non-commis- 
sioned officer, who has already or may hereafter inlist in the 
reguiar army, or engage in the volunteer service, of the Uni- 
ted States for five years, or during the continuance of the 
war with Mexico, and shall actually serve for such period of 
time, shall be entitied to receive a warrant for one hundred 
and sixty acres of the public land, to be located in such dis- 
trict or districts as shall hereafter be set apart by law for that 
purpose. 


|; ments shall be submitted to the Senate at their mext ses- 


“wind be it further enacted, That if any one of the persons | 


aforesaid shall be prevented, by reason of sickness or other 
disability incurred in the faithful discharge of duty, from 
serving for the five years or during the war, and shail obtain 
a discharge in consequence of the same, such person shall 


acres of the public land, to be located as aforesaid. 

‘And be it further enacted, That if any one of the persons 
aforesaid shall be killed or die in the service, after havin 
been received and mustered into the same, his wife an 
child, or children, if any, and if none of either, then his 
father, and if no father, then his mother, shall be entitled to 
reeeive & warrant for one hundred and sixty acres of land, 
to be also located as aforesaid. 

** Ind be it further enacted, That all private soldiers, mu- 
sicians, and non-commissioned officers who shall actually 


have served for five years, or during the war with Mexico, | 


shall be entitled to receive, and shall be paid, the sum of | 


fitty dollars, in addition to their regular pay. And if, by 
reason of sickness or other disability incurred in the faithful 
discharge of duty, any one of the persons above enumerated 
shall be poe from serving the five years or during the 
war, ane 


same, such person shall be entitled to, and shall be paid, 


t f fifty dollars, in 2 i | y 
ae ee or nae ey tt addition to his regular pay due || +, suthorize treasury notes or treasury drafts to be exchanged 


ut the time of his discharge. 


‘nd be it further enacted, That if any one of the persons | 


before enumerated shall be killed, or die in the service after 


| 


shall obtain a discharge in consequence of the | 


having been received and mustered into the same, his wife | 


and child, or children, if any, if none of either, then his 
father, if no father, then his :mother, shall be entitled to re- 
ceive, and shall be paid, the sum of fifty dollars. 


* And be it further enacted, That if any private, musician, | 


or non-commissioned officer in the regular or volunteer ser- 
vice, Whose term shall expire before the end of the war with 
Mexico, and upon such expiration, having obtained a dis- 
charge in consequence thereof, shull be thereupon inlisted 
in the regular army for the term of five years or during the 
war with Mexico, shall be entitled te receive, and shall be 
paid on being mustered into the service, the sum of filteen 
dollars additional bounty.”’ 


The amendment was disagreed to. 
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Mr. DROMGOOLE inquired if the question had 


| been put on concurring with the ninth section of 


, tion had been put on striking out the ninth section, 


|‘ mental quartermaster to each regiment, but the 


| was seconded, and the main question ordered to be 


| 
| 
| 


| to 


amended by the Committee of the Whole, were | 


| Ways and Means, reported (on leave) the follow- 


| 


| wise, as may be attended with the least hazard and the | 


be entitied to receive a warrant for one hundred and sixty || *#llest charge to the Government. 


the Senate’s amendment? 
The CHAIR stated it had not; but that the ques- 


and inserting the amendment of the gentleman 
from Virginia, [Mr. Dromcooe.] 
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| assistant treasurer, or treasurer of the mint, or branch mint, 
| at the port where the duties are payable, whose receipt for 
such specie may be accepted by the collector of such port in 
payment of duties accruing there. 
‘And be it further enacted, That the number of clerks ay. 
thorized by the 13th section of the said act approved August 
| 6, 1846, may be increased, if deemed necessary, 80 as not to 





|| exceed twenty; the annual salary of fourteen of whom shalj 


not exceed eight hundred dollars each, and of the remaini 


Mr. DROMGOOLE then moved that the com- | six the annual salary of three shall not exceed one thousa 


mittee non-concur in the ninth section of the amend- 
ment of the Senate. 


Mr. SCHENCK then moved to strike out the | 
proviso of the ninth section of the amendment of | 
the Senate. Disagreed to. 

The tenth section of the amendment of the Sen- 
ate was then read, and the words, *‘ and one regi- | 


‘ said regimental quartermasters may be appointed 
‘ by the President alone in the recess of the Sen- 
‘ate,’’ were struck out by the recommendation of 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 
Mr. SAWYER moved to amend the tenth sec- | 
tion of the Senate’s amendment, by striking out | 
| 

| 





the words * from the officers of the army.”’ Dis- | 
agreed to. 

The tenth section as amended was then concurred 
in. 

And the committee rose and reported the amend- 
ments of the Senate as amended. 

Mr. BOYD moved the previous question, which 
put, viz: Will the House concur with the Com- | 
mittee of the Whole in their disagreement to the 
amendment of the Senate striking out the follow- 
ing proviso to the first section of the bill? 

“ Provided, Tisat it shall be lawful for the President of the 
United States, in the recess of the Senate, to appoint such 


of the commissioned officers authorized by this act as may | 
not be appointed during the present session, which appoint- 


sion for their advice and consent.” 


The question was decided by yeas and nays, as | 
follows: Yeas 113, nays 69. 


aris | 
The remaining amendments of the Senate, as | 


then agreed to. 


SUB-TREASURY. 
Mr. DROMGOOLE, from the Committee of | 


ing supplemental bill to an act entitled an ‘* An act 
to provide for the better organization of the Treas- | 
ury, and for the collection, safe-keeping, transfer, | 
and disbursement, of the public money:”’ 


“ Be it enacted, §c., That hereafter, whenever transfers of | 
money in the treasury are required to-be made by the Treas- 
ury Departwent, from any one depository of Government to | 
another, under the provision of the act approved August 6, 
1846, entitled ‘An act to provide for the better orgauization 
of the treasury, and for the collection, safe-keeping, trans- 
fer, and disbursement of the public revenue,’’ and such 
transfers cannot be effected otherwise than by the transport- 
ation of specie, at the expense of the Government, it shail 
be lawful for the Secretary of the Treasury to cause to be 
paid, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated, the actual expenses necessarily required to effect | 
such transfers, in such manner, by contract, draft, or other- | 





“And be it further enacted, That in all cases when treasu- 
ry drafts, not less in amount than six hundred dollars, cannot 
be converted, by the disbursing agent at the place of dis- | 
bursement, into gold or silver at or above par, and when the 
public creditor intended to be paid by such draft is present 
at the place of disbursement, and prefers to receive such drait 
at par in payment, he may-be so permitted to receive the 
same, by special endorsement thereon, payable only to the 
order ot said creditor; and the same rules and regulations, | 
applicable to all other treasury*drafts under section twenty- 
one of said act approved August 6, 1846, shail be enforced 
to require the speedy presentation of said drafts at the place 
of payment, and to prevent the same being used or thrown 
into circulation as a paper currency or medium of exchange. 

“nd be it further enacted, That during the continuance 
of the existing war with Mexico, and with a view to the pro- 
curing of foreign gold or silver coin at the lowest rates, for 
disbursement in the prosecution of said war, it shall be law- 
ful for the Secretary of War, or the Secretary of the Nav 








for such coin, at a rate not above the commercial value 
thereof in the United States: Proviled, That said exchange 
shall be more advantageous to the Government than any 


| other mode of disbursement. 


‘And be it further enacted, That all disbursing agents of 


| the Government, within or without the limits of the United 
| States, shall be required to keep safely and disburse all pub- 
| lic moneys received by them, under such rules and regula- 


| Secretary of the Treasury, to ensure a 


tions, and with such security, as shall be prescribed by the 

accountability, 
and to guard against the loss of said moneys, and to facili- 

, tate and secure the prompt and faithful eee and dis- 
bursement of the same, in conformity the law, and so 

| a8 to prevent in all cases the use of bank paper in making 
such disbursements. 

| “ind be it further enacted, That gold or silver intended for 

| the payment of duties may be deposited, in advance, with any 


|| dollars each, and of the rest the annual salary shall hot 


: : || exceed twelve hundred dollars each, nor shall the ann 
The motion was disagreed | aggregate sum exceed seventeen thousand eight bestedoes 


| dollars. 

And be it further enacted, That, during the continuance 
of the existing war with Mexico, and with a view to the 
procuring of foreign gold or silver coin at the lowest rates 
for disbursement in the prosecution of said war, it shall be 
lawful for the Secretary of the Treasury to authorize treas. 
ury notes or treasury drafts to be exchanged for such coig 
at a rate not above the commercial value thereof in the 
United States: Provided, That said exchange shall be mora 
advantageous to the Government than any other mode of 
disbursement.”’ 


The bill, having been read twice by its title, wag 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

And the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Tuourspay, February 4, 1847. 
TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Mr. DIX presented two memorials of citizens of 
New York, praying a grant of land to aid in the 
construction of a railroad from Lake Michigan to 
| the Pacific; which were referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented the joint reso- 
lution of the Legislature of Michigan, in relation 





'| to the leasing of the copper lands in that State; which 


was read, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CHALMERS presented the petition of citi- 
| zens of Washington, praying that the bill to amend 
the charter of said city, which passed the House of 
| Representatives, may become a law; which was 
| referred to the Committee on the District of Co- 

lumbia. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, presented the 
petition of Jane Sproston, the widow of a deceased 
| naval surgeon, asking for a renewal of her pension; 

which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 
Also, the petition of the Baltimore and Philadel- 
phia Steamboat Company, asking an alteration in 
the act of February 18, 1793, respecting the coast- 
ing trade; which was referred to the Conmittee on 
Commerce. 
Mr. DIX submitted the following resolution for 
consideration: 
Resolved, That on and after Monday next the 
Senate will meet at eleven o’clock, a. m. 
| REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
Mr. FAIRFIELD, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, reported a bill reviving certain naval 





pensions for the term of five years; which was 
read, and to the second reading. 

Mr. DIX, from the Committee on Commerce, 
reported a bill to authorize the issuing of a regis- 
ter to the brigantine Ocean Queen; which was read, 
and ed to the second reading. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, to which had been referred 
the bills from the House for the relief of Harvey 
Reynolds, for the relief of Catharine Stevenson, 

| for the relief of Ann Clayton, for the relief of Eliza- 
beth Fitch, for the relief of Thankful Reynolds, 
and for the relief of Elizabeth Calkins, the widow 
of Silas Winans; reported the same without amend- 
ment. 

Mr. PEARCE, from the same committee, to 
which had been referred the bills from the House 
to increase the pension of Roswell Hale, and for 
the relief of Jonathan Hoyt, reported the same 
without amendment. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, from the Com- 
mittee of Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
John Bronson; which was read and passed to the 
second reading. 

Mr. J., from the same committee, to which had 
been referred the bill for the relief of Ray —— 
kins and others, children and heirs at law of the 
late Daniel D. Tompkins, reported the same with- 
out amendment. 


Mr. WOODBRIDGE moved to postpone the 
prior orders, for the purpose of nine up two bills 
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